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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Date:  August 24, 2016 

 
 
 

“UPDATE” 
Shooting – Attempted First Degree Murder 

Avon Park  
 
 

On August 22, 2016, at about 2:30 p.m., suspect Walter Allen Russ, 34, wanted on a 
Highlands County arrest warrant for attempted first degree murder and possession of a 
firearm by a convicted felon, was found dead in Florence County, South Carolina; close 
to the intersection of Interstate 95 and S.C. 327. Russ’ death is actively being 
investigated by the Florence County Sheriff’s Office. Any further information on this 
death investigation should be directed to the Florence County Sheriff’s Office.   
 
The investigation into the Attempted First Degree Murder is still ongoing by Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Office detectives and anyone with information on the shooting is asked 
to contact Detective Jody Stowers, at 863-402-7250, or after hours call Dispatch at 863-
402-7200. 
 
Anyone with information who wants to remain anonymous and be eligible for a cash 
reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS (8477), 
www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com  
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Sent on: August 22, 2116 
Shooting – Attempted First Degree Murder 

Avon Park 
 
On August 22, 2016, at 5:13 a.m., Highlands County Sheriff’s Office deputies 
responded to 311 Fred Conner Street, Avon Park in reference to a 911 call to 
Consolidated Dispatch stating a female had been shot and was on the porch. When 
deputies arrived at 5:19 a.m. they found a crime scene, but no victim.  Dispatch called 
Florida Hospital Heartland (FHH) to advise them of a possible shooting victim, and 
within a couple minutes FHH called Dispatch and said a female shooting victim had just 
arrived at their emergency room; having been driven there by family members. 
 
Deputies then responded to FHH and learned the victim is a 42 year-old black female 
who had been shot several times.  The victim was transported by Aeromed helicopter to 
Tampa General Hospital and is currently in stable but critical condition.  
 
Detectives have secured an arrest warrant for Walter Allen Russ, black male, 34 years-
old, from Avon Park, for the following charges: 
 

1. Attempted Murder in the First Degree – with a firearm   
2. Possession of a Firearm or Ammunition by a Convicted Felon 

 
Though it is still early in the investigation, detectives have learned the shooting appears 
to be over the suspect starting an argument about his and the victim’s recent breakup 
and what the victim had posted on social media.   
 
Russ has not been located or arrested at this time 
 
Anyone with information on the shooting or current whereabouts of Russ is strongly 
encouraged to contact Detective Jody Stowers, at 863-402-7250, or after hours call 
Dispatch at 863-402-7200. 
 
Anyone with information who wants to remain anonymous and be eligible for a cash 
reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS (8477), 
www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com  
        



 
 
 

Walter Allen Russ 


