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Highlands County Sheriff Benton Named 
President of Florida Sheriff’s Association 

 
The Florida Sheriffs’ Association has just announced that 
they have chosen Highlands County Sheriff Susan Benton 
to be the next President of their organization. Sheriff 
Benton will be taking the reins from previous President 
Sheriff Ben Johnson of Volusia County. She will work 
with the Florida Sheriff’s Association staff and Board of 
Directors as head of this 118 year old non-profit 
organization and its 67 Sheriffs. Previously Sheriff 
Benton was chair of the Board of Directors and has held 
offices of Treasurer, Secretary and most recently, Vice-
President. 
 
FSA Executive Director Steve Casey was quoted on the 
Florida Sheriffs Association website as saying, “ Sheriff 
Benton was selected for this position because of  her extensive experience in various 
roles within law enforcement. She brings nearly 40 years of experience, a highly 
successful tenure as a leader as well as multiple honors and awards.” 
 
The website goes on to say, “A fifth generation Floridian, Sheriff Benton was born 
and raised in Miami-Dade County. She followed in the footsteps of her great 
grandfather who served as Chief of Police in St. Augustine during the early 1920’s. 
She has served shoulder-to-shoulder with her fellow deputies, rising through the ranks 
by gaining the respect and trust of her colleagues, superiors, agency members, and 
community. She holds multiple degrees from various colleges and universities 
including a B.A. in Administration of Justice from St. Thomas University and a 
Masters in Public Administration from Troy State University. Sheriff Benton is very 
active in her community and enjoys spending time with her children and 
grandchildren.” 
 
Commenting on her new office, Sheriff Benton said "I am humbled to serve as 
President of such an historic Association. The Florida Sheriffs Association in its 118 
year history is the oldest law enforcement organization in the state of Florida and the 
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largest in the nation. The FSA serves the 67 Sheriffs of Florida and more than 40,000 
of our office members. The Florida Sheriffs collectively provide for the safety and 
security of the citizens of the great state of Florida. I am proud to be a part of this 
great history.” 
 
More information on the Florida Sheriffs’ Association may be found on their website, 
www.flsheriffs.org.  
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