
         
         
         
         
            
            
            

NEWS RELEASE 
Undercover Operation Yields Two Arrests 

30 December 2013 
 

On Friday, December 27, 2013 members of the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office 
Special Operation’s Unit conducted an undercover operation within the City of Avon 
Park due to recent robbery incidents that have occurred in that area. 

 

A member of the Special Operation’s Unit was dressed in plain 
clothes posing as a migrant worker.  The undercover deputy was 
approached by two black males on bicycles later identified as 
nineteen year old Damion Jamal Collins, of 305 Ben Hicks St., 
Avon Park and eighteen year old Marcus Alex Swinton of 213 E. 
Ben Hicks St., Avon Park.  Collins and Swinton physically 
attacked the undercover deputy, breaking a necklace from around 
his neck and tearing his clothing.  Collins and Swinton punched 
the deputy several times about his head as the deputy began to 
defend himself and verbally identified himself as a deputy sheriff 
while removing his firearm and displaying his badge.  Collins and 
Swinton overheard sirens as deputies were responding to assist in 
their apprehension.  Collins and Swinton fled on foot as law 
enforcement arrived.   
 

Collins was apprehended on West Pine Street as Swinton 
continued to flee with several deputies in pursuit.  Swinton was 
taken into custody on the west side of US Hwy 27 after he had 
fled through businesses and climbed fences in attempt to evade 
law enforcement.  Damian Jamal Collins has been charged with 

Robbery (F2) and Resisting an Officer Without Violence (M1) and is currently in the 
Highlands County Jail with $11,000 bond. Marcus Alex Swinton has been charged 
with Robbery (F2), Trespass (M1) and Resisting an Officer Without Violence (M1). 
He also is in the Highlands County Jail with bond set at $11,500. 
 
The undercover deputy sustained minor injuries and received medical treatment at a 
local hospital. Sheriff Benton said “Our deputy’s action by becoming a victim himself 
to stop this crime wave is bravery at its best. Our Office is full of men and women who 
put their lives on the line every day for the safety of our citizens.  As for these young 
men who have victimized so many innocent people, our team plans to have a great 
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case for the prosecution to take before the courts and these thugs will face the 
consequences of their actions of terrorizing the migrant community." 
 
The investigation into this and other recent robbery incidents in Highlands County is 
ongoing. Anyone with any information is requested to contact the Highlands County 
Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigation Unit and Detective Nathan Coogan at 863-402-
7341 or 863-402-7250. Anyone with information who wants to remain anonymous and 
be eligible for a cash reward is asked to call Heartland Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS(8477), contact us on the internet at 
www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the QR code at 
right.  Anonymity is guaranteed! 
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