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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 22, 2014 

 
Hendry County Suspect Arrested in Venus 

SEBRING - 
 

 On Friday, December 19, 2014 at approximately 1:45PM Highlands County Sheriff’s Deputies were 
requested to assist Hendry County Deputies who were chasing a vehicle that had come into Highlands 
County in the area of County Road 731 and Graham Dairy Road in Venus. Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Commission officers also had charges in this case and assisted in the pursuit. The vehicle was 
described as a black Ford F350 pick-up truck which was soon found hidden and abandoned in a 
wooded area near Hobbs Drive. Deputies checked the vehicle and confirmed that no suspects were 
present.  
 

Shortly after the black truck was found, Central Dispatch received a call from a resident in the same 
area reporting that a silver Dodge Ram pick-up truck had been stolen from her residence. At this time it 
was suspected that the occupants of the black truck had left it and taken the silver truck therefore 
deputies turned their attention to looking for this vehicle. Some time later the owner of the stolen Dodge 
truck again contacted Central Dispatch to report the vehicle had returned to their property. Deputies 
responded to that location which is a parcel of approximately 1 acre consisting of several storage 
buildings, a mobile home and a travel trailer. While searching for suspects on this property, a light came 
on in the travel trailer. Deputies then turned their attention to the trailer and they found three people 
inside. The people were ordered out of the trailer at which time two of the occupants exited the trailer. 
Deputy Corey Tomblin and his K-9 partner Remco then entered the travel trailer to seek the third 
person. After failing to comply with deputies orders to surrender, Remco was given the command to 
apprehend the suspect. After some resistance to the K-9, Remco contained the suspect so that 
deputies could take him in to custody. Following the arrest, deputies located a firearm in the bedroom 
where the suspect was apprehended in the trailer. In addition the suspect was found in possession of 
drugs and paraphernalia The suspect sustained non-life threatening injuries as a result of the K-9 
apprehension and after being cleared at a local medical facility he was booked into the Highlands 
County Jail..  

 
The suspect in this case was Brandon Alan Purvis, 35 years of age, of 1895 
County Road 832, Felda, Florida and has been charged in Highlands County 
with Assault, Possession of a Weapon by a Convicted Felon, Burglary, 
Vehicle Theft, Resisting an Officer, Possession of Controlled Substance and 
Possession of Drug Equipment. Additionally, charges are pending in Hendry 
County and with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission for which he 
initially fled the Hendry County Sheriff’s Office.  
 
Sheriff Benton complimented the cooperation of all agencies involved in this 
case. “This situation began at about 2PM when the suspect fled from Hendry 
County deputies; they requested assistance upon entering Highlands County. 
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*** Continued *** 



Everyone focused on apprehending this seasoned criminal, with courage and endurance. Following two 
different vehicles, searching by air and land, utilizing multiple agency resources, receiving outstanding 
cooperation from residents and a successful K-9 apprehension, we are pleased at the outcome. By 7 
PM suspect in jail and law enforcement going home safe and sound. Thanks everyone!”   


