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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 16, 2015 
 

Death Investigation 
Human Skull and bones found in wooded area 

 
On December 15, 2015, at 4:47 p.m., Consolidated Dispatch received a call from two 
people who were out looking for hogs, in the wooded area behind the Avon Park 
Jaycee’s building, located at 2604 SR 17 South, Avon Park. They reported to Dispatch 
that they had found a human skull.  
 
Deputies responded to the area and confirmed it was in fact a human skull. Sheriff’s 
Office detectives and crime scene unit immediately responded to assume the 
investigation. Due to the nighttime conditions, a deputy sheriff was posted overnight; and 
at daybreak Sheriff’s Office detectives and the crime scene unit were actively searching 
and excavating the scene for evidence. A few bones, believed to be human, have so far 
been located. 
 
The crime scene unit continues to work the scene for evidence helping to lead to the 
identification of this person, and to assist in determining the manner and cause of death.  
 
At present, detectives believe from the evidence located, this could have been a 
homeless person living in the woods, as it appears it was a campsite. Evidence suggests 
this unidentified person has been deceased for quite a while.  
 
Detectives are looking for information from the public who may know or have seen a 
homeless person living in the wooded area along this stretch SR 17 South. 
  
 

Anyone with information about this Death Investigation is asked to call Det. Du’Wayne Kelly at 402-
7820 or 7250. For those who wants to remain anonymous and be eligible for a cash reward is asked to 
call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS (8477), contact us on the internet at 
www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the QR code at right.  Anonymity is guaranteed 
          

  Contact: Chief Deputy 
Mark C. Schrader 

863-402-7213 
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