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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 15, 2014 

 
Three Suspects Sentenced in Federal Court for  

Highlands County Cases 
 
SEBRING - 
 
On November 20, 2013 members of the Federal Drug Enforcement Administration’s Local Task 
Force which included members of the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office, the United States 
Marshal’s Service, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms (ATF), the Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE), Immigrations and 
Customs Enforcement, the Sebring Police Department, Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Office and 
the St. Lucie County Sheriff’s Office served arrest warrants on 6 Highlands County residents who 
were accused of being involved in a high level narcotics trafficking ring. Additionally, search 
warrants were received for two different locations simultaneously – one at 2710 Cheviot Road in 
Avon Park and the other at 2426 Cleveland Road in Sebring resulting in the arrest two people at 
the Cheviot Road location and two people at Cleveland Road. The other two subjects were located 
and arrested separately. 
 
It was during the search warrant at the home on Cleveland Road location that the team was 
confronted by armed suspects who began shooting. A U.S. Marshal and a second Marshal’s Task 
Force member assigned to the entry team were shot during while attempting to enter the residence 
on Cleveland. In remarks made at a press conference following these incidents Highlands County 
Sheriff Susan Benton related that these suspects had been supplying a large portion of drugs to 
Highlands County and the central Florida area to include multi-kilograms of cocaine. 
 
Robin Guillaume, 29 years of age of 2725 N. Avocado Road, Avon Park and Alex Guerrier, 30 
years of age were arrested at the Cleveland Road address. Guillaume was charged with one count 
of Conspiracy to Possess with Intent to Distribute a Controlled Substance of five (5) hundred 
grams or more, a second count of Possession with Intent to Distribute a Controlled Substance of 
five hundred (500) grams or more, a third count of Possession with Intent to Distribute a Controlled 
Substance of twenty eight (28) grams or more and Use of a Firearm in Furtherance of a Drug 
Trafficking Offense.  Guerrier was charged with one count of Conspiracy to Possess with Intent to 
Distribute a Controlled Substance of five (5) kilograms or more, two counts of Possession with 
Intent to Distribute a Controlled Substance of five hundred (500) grams or more, one count of 
Possession with Intent to Distribute a Controlled Substance of twenty eight (28) grams or more and 
Use of a Firearm in Furtherance of a Drug Trafficking Offense.   
 
At the Cheviot Road location Gipson Lapointe, 28 years of age and Alphonsia Maxime, 24 years of 
age, both of 2710 Cheviot Road, Avon Park were taken into custody. Lapointe was charged with 
Conspiracy to Possess with Intent to Distribute a Controlled Substance of five (5) kilograms or 
more and two counts of Possession with Intent to Distribute a Controlled Substance of five 
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hundred (500) grams or more. Maxime was charged with Conspiracy to Possess with Intent to 
Distribute a Controlled Substance of five (5) kilograms or more and Possession with Intent to 
Distribute a Controlled Substance of five hundred (500) grams or more.   
 
Cheophas Brown, 44 years of age of 409 Kirkland St., Avon Park was arrested separately during a 
traffic stop in the area of Lassiter Rd. and South Lake Avenue in Avon Park. Brown’s warrant was 
for Conspiracy to Possess with Intent to Distribute a Controlled Substance of five (5) kilograms or 
more and Possession with Intent to Distribute a Controlled Substance of five hundred (500) grams 
or more.  
 
Nikkie Bennet, 28 years of age of 3802 Barbarossa, Sebring was arrested at that location on 
November 21, 2013 and charged with Conspiracy to Possess with Intent to Distribute a Controlled 
Substance of five (5) kilograms or more and Possession with Intent to Distribute a Controlled 
Substance of five hundred (500) grams or more.  
 
All six of these subjects pled guilty in Federal Court and have been convicted for illegal narcotics 
trafficking.  On Friday, December 5th, three of the subjects in this case were sentenced in Federal 
Court in West Palm Beach, Florida. Cleophas Brown was sentenced to 61 months in federal prison 
followed by 2 years of supervised release. Gipson Lapointe was sentenced to 262 months in 
federal prison followed by 5 years of supervised release status and a $100 special assessment. 
Alphonsia Maxime was sentenced to 48 months in federal prison followed by 2 years of supervised 
release status and a $100 special assessment.  
 
Lapointe and Maxime were allowed to speak during the sentencing process and both subjects 
expressed regrets for their poor decisions and apologized to the Highlands County community.  
 
The remainder of the defendants, Bennett, Guillaume and Guerrier are scheduled for sentencing 
on January 21, 2015. An update on their status will be released at that time.  
 
Sheriff Benton said, “This large scale investigation took the cooperation of many agencies and lots 
of man hours. We are thankful for the assistance of the DEA and the U.S Attorney’s office and 
FDLE, as this investigation could not have been handled with the limited resources we have here 
in Highlands County, especially to have enough deputies to tackle something as big as this on a 24 
hour basis as this case required.” “We are grateful that the Marshals who assisted serving the 
warrants and were shot are doing well; our community thanks them both.” 
 
For further information please contact the United States Attorney’s Office, Southern District, Miami, 
FL.  
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


