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Deputies Arrest Housekeeper for Theft 

 
SEBRING - 

 
Over the course of the past four months a local Highlands County 
resident realized that several pieces of jewelry were missing from 
her residence. Thinking she may have simply misplaced the jewelry, 
the resident began to search in earnest for the pieces and found 
that many more items were also missing. At this point the resident 
realized she was the victim of theft and reported this to the 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Office.  
 
Following up on this incident detectives were able to locate some of 
the jewelry that was reported stolen in this case and have arrested 
Linnea Michele Higgins, 58 years of age, of 1245 Killarney Dr., 
Sebring in connection with this theft. Higgins was known to the 
victim as Michelle Phillips and had been employed as a 
housekeeper. Higgins was charged with larceny, dealing in stolen 
property and giving false information to a second hand dealer and 
has since been released after posting $35,000 bond.  
 

Sheriff Susan Benton commended the victim in this case for reporting this theft and also for her 
cooperation with authorities during the investigation. “The victim was instrumental in assisting us 
after recognizing one of the lost pieces of jewelry for sale in a local store. This case points out the 
importance of remaining alert and paying attention to those persons who come into your home 
even if you think you know them well.” 
 
This case remains under investigation. Anyone with additional information is requested to contact 
the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Unit and speak to Detective 
DuWayne Kelly at 863-402-7823 or 863-402-7250.  
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