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Jail Escape Plan Foiled 

SEBRING - 
Two Highlands County Jail inmates’ plans for escape were interrupted as detectives uncovered and 
intercepted their plans.  
 
After receiving “jail house” information and finding written communication within an inmate’s paperwork 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Detectives started an investigation into a possible escape from the jail that was 
being planned by inmates. As the investigation continued it became apparent that this plan developed over the 
course of several months. Using other inmates being released from jail to deliver messages or instructions to 
people in the community, the intended escapees had persons on the outside who were recruited to assist in 
the escape. A detailed plan for subsequent travel out of Highlands County and eventually out of state was also 
discovered. The outside help included family members and former girlfriends, to name a few. 
 
This was a serious threat of escape that had the assistance of several conspirators. 

 
On Friday, November 14th warrants were served at the 
Highlands County Jail to inmates Jonathan Ray 
Rodriguez and Spencer Baker for Conspiracy to Escape, 
a second degree felony. Jonathan Ray Rodriguez is 
currently being held in the Highlands County Jail and is 
charged with Murder in the First Degree and Kidnapping 
in the death of Aaron Doty. Spencer Baker is being held 
for Burglary of a Dwelling and Violation of Probation. 
Both inmates are currently under a no bond status. 
 
According to Sheriff Benton, “When detention officials 
learned of the plan, Rodriguez and Baker were 
immediately placed in high security confinement cells 
rather than their assigned cell with other inmates. Every 
aspect of their plan will be reviewed to ensure that their 

conceived plan could have been foiled if they had actually executed the plan; further, to reassess the existing 
security measures and facility infrastructure to avoid any possibility of an escape.” 
 
Additional arrests may follow in this case as the investigation is continuing. Anyone with 
information is requested to contact the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Criminal 
Investigations Unit and Detective Mike Parker at 863-402-7250. Anyone with information 
who wants to remain anonymous and be eligible for a cash reward is asked to call 
Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS(8477), contact us on the internet at 
www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the QR code at right.  Anonymity is 
guaranteed!  
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