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Deputy Involved in Traffic Accident 
 

Highlands County Sheriff’s Deputy Corey Tomblin was involved in a traffic accident 
on Saturday, October 27th at approximately 10:00PM. The accident occurred on US 
27 South near Lake Mirror Drive in Lake Placid. Deputy Tomblin was responding as 
a backup unit to an armed robbery with injuries at the time of the accident. He was 
travelling without lights and sirens activated. Pedestrian Sherri L. Stewart, 48 years 
of age, was crossing US 27 when she was struck by the right side of the patrol car and 
suffered fatal injuries.  
 
This accident is being investigated by the Florida Highway Patrol (FHP) traffic 
homicide unit. According to Sheriff Susan Benton, “parallel the FHP traffic homicide 
investigation, the Sheriff’s Office is conducting an administrative review as outlined 
in our General Orders. An Administrative Review is a form of internal affairs 
investigation that reviews the facts and circumstances of an incident, complaint, or 
practice. The administrative review is primarily a management tool, not disciplinary 
and should determine whether policy, training, or equipment should be addressed or 
any other action taken. Upon the conclusion and findings of the FHP investigation 
and our administrative review, we will determine if an internal affairs investigation 
should be conducted.” 
 
Sheriff Benton continues; “we will ensure that the circumstances of the death of Ms. 
Stewart deserves the closest look possible and I send my most sincere condolences to 
her family.  Further, I will make sure that our deputy is provided with all the 
necessary counseling and assistance to get through this most difficult situation.” 
 
At this time Deputy Tomblin is on paid administrative leave however he may return 
to an administrative temporary duty assignment while the investigation continues.  
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