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Child Found Unresponsive Dies 
Caregiver Charged With Murder 

 
SEBRING - 
       
We lost another little angel. The four year old child who was brought to the hospital on October 14th 
with critical injuries, passed away this afternoon.  
 
When deputies arrived at the Emergency Room at Highlands Regional Medical Center this past 
Tuesday, they found the child unresponsive with a severe head injury along with other serious 
bruising on her body and a burn on her hand. She was airlifted to All Children’s Hospital in Tampa 
where she died today.  
 
The Sheriff’s Office initiated a joint investigation with the Department of Children and Families 
which entailed our Special Victims and Criminal Investigations Unit deputies working in conjunction 
with medical personnel and the State’s Attorney’s Office to proceed with this case.  

 
As a result of evidence found when the search warrants were executed, 
Ivan James Sanders, 28 years of age, was arrested on October 16th on an 
outstanding warrant for burglary and criminal mischief as well as 
possession of marijuana, possession of drug equipment and resisting arrest 
without violence. This morning an additional charge of aggravated child 
abuse was added. Since the little girl died today, Ivan Sanders has now 
been arrested for First Degree Homicide in connection with this case. He 
has no bond. 
 
Sheriff Benton, while saddened by the injuries suffered by this child, was 
pleased with the process of this joint investigation. “I am horrified by these 

cases of child deaths of late but I can tell you that our detectives and DCF personnel have worked 
tirelessly to represent our victims. The swift arrest of Ivan Sanders comes following two other 
arrests this week of people who have killed children. These investigations are emotionally draining 
on our members and they have stayed constant in the quest to uncover evidence to support the 
State Attorney in prosecuting these offenders,” says Sheriff Benton. 
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