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Suspect Child Abuse? Report It! 

SEBRING – 
Over the past few days several cases of suspected child abuse have come to the forefront in 
Highlands County. As each of these cases are detailed in the media it leads one to wonder how 
could this happen? Children are our most valuable resources and they are the future of our 
community and of life in general. How could this happen and no one reported it until it was too late. 
Unfortunately in some cases it was so late that the children have died of their injuries. Among the 
multitude of caring people in Highlands County, how could this happen right in front of our eyes? 
Did we miss the signs? 
 
Some of the obvious signs of child abuse are the appearance of injuries, burns or bruises on a 
child that are not attributed to normal playtime activities. Some less obvious signs are changes in 
behavior such as children being scared, anxious, depressed, withdrawn or overly aggressive. 
Abused children may also revert to earlier childhood behaviors such as thumb sucking, bed wetting 
or fear of the dark. If a child is afraid to go home or to go places with a particular individual, it would 
be a good idea to explore further as to why the child is acting in this way. Changes in eating, 
sleeping or personal hygiene are also possible signs. Abused children often have trouble 
concentrating in school as well, thus academic performance may drop.  
       
Legislation signed by Governor Rick Scott requires ANY individual who suspects child abuse or 
neglect to report this to the Florida Abuse Hotline. Specifically the statute says that any person 
who knows or has reasonable cause to suspect that a child is abused, abandoned or neglected or 
that a child is in need of supervision and care, and has no one to provide this SHALL report such 
knowledge to the department of children and families. In Highlands County this call would be made 
to the Abuse Hotline – 1-800-96A-BUSE  (1-800-962-2873). Reports can also be made on line at 
https://reportabuse.dcf.state.fl.us or by FAX at 1-800-914-0004.  
 
The first step in the reporting process occurs when a call is made to the Abuse Hotline. A trained 
operator will take the facts of the case and determine if the suspected abuse meets statutory 
definitions of child abuse or neglect. If the report is accepted a determination will be made as to 
whether the response will be immediate or within 24 hours. In Highlands County, when these 
reports received they are investigated jointly by members of the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office 
Special Victim’s Unit and investigators from the Department of Children and Families. In fact these 
two entities share office space in the Children’s Advocacy center located on Highlands Avenue in 
Sebring. This proximity lends itself to better coordinated and quality investigations that support our 
victims and hold officers accountable.  
 
If you suspect a child is being abused or is not being properly cared for, please take action. You 
could save a child’s life! Report child abuse or neglect to the ABUSE HOTLINE or to your local law 
enforcement agency. Again that number is 1-800-96ABUSE or 1-800-962-2873. Thank you! 
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