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October 15, 2014 

 
Child Found Unresponsive 

 
 
SEBRING - 
       
At shortly after 1:00PM yesterday Highlands County Sheriff’s Deputies were called to the 
Emergency Room at Highlands Regional Medical Center for a four year old child who arrived with 
severe head injury and was unresponsive. Ivan Sanders, who stated he was the child’s step-father, 
brought the child to the hospital. He indicated the child was playing on the front steps, he left to get 
her some water and when he returned he found her on the ground unresponsive. He told the 
deputy that he took the child into the shower to wake her up; when that was unsuccessful he drove 
her to the hospital. The child was still unresponsive on arrival at the hospital and had numerous 
bruises throughout her body. As a result of her serious injuries she was airlifted to All Children’s 
Hospital in Tampa and is currently in grave condition. 
 
The Sheriff’s Office immediately initiated a joint investigation with the Department of Children and 
Families. Detectives from the Special Victims and Criminal Investigations Units began to work in 
conjunction with medical personnel to identify the injuries and the State Attorney’s office to get 
search warrants for the residence to gather evidence. “As the investigation proceeds we hope to 
determine how this little innocent child received such serious bruising on her body, burn on her 
hand and a brutal head injury. This initially does not appear to be accidental and whoever is 
responsible should be held accountable for hurting this little girl,” says Sheriff Benton. 
 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Detectives Nathan Coogan and Barbara Hair are continuing this 
investigation along with representatives of the Department of Children and Families in an attempt 
to determine how this child suffered these injuries. If anyone has information on this 
case they are asked to contact the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Special Victims’ 
Unit at 863-402-7357.Anyone with information who wants to remain anonymous and 
be eligible for a cash reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-
TIPS(8477), contact us on the internet at www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply 
scan the QR code at right.  Anonymity is guaranteed! 
 
Updates to this case will follow as they become available.  
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