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Arrest Made in Infant Death 
 

 
SEBRING - 
       
On June 3, 2014 deputies were called to Florida Hospital Heartland Emergency Room regarding 
injuries suffered by a 20 month old male child who was brought in by family members. Deputies 
were told the child had fallen in the bathtub and appeared to be having a seizure. Florida Hospital 
determined that the child had suffered serious brain injury and was ultimately taken to Tampa 
General Hospital by helicopter. The baby died two days later. 
 
Criminal Investigations Detectives responded to the emergency room due to the nature of the 
child’s injuries. A joint investigation with the Department of Children and Families was initiated. 
During the investigation, facts and evidence were gathered from medical professionals, from 
witnesses, evidence from the home, and the medical examiner that lead deputies to establish 
probable cause to seek an arrest warrant for the caregiver of the child, Van Lee Holder, a family 
friend. Holder told deputies the infant was injured when he slipped from his grip while he was 
bathing him.  

 
Further investigation revealed the caregiver’s account of how the child 
sustained his injuries was not consistent with professional medical 
opinions of the actual injuries in this case. Additionally, the Circuit 10 
Medical Examiner notified detectives verbally that as of this time they 
determined the cause of death to be due to physical abuse, a formal 
official written report will follow. Due to these investigative findings and 
evidence available, an arrest warrant was issued and served yesterday 
afternoon on Van Lee Holder, 36 years of age, of 2825 Pompino Dr., 
Sebring. Holder has been charged with one count of Aggravated 
Manslaughter and is currently being held in the Highlands County Jail with 
a $250,000 bond.  

 
This investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information on this case is requested to 
contact Highlands County Sheriff’s Detective Bob Neale at    863-402-7251. Anyone 
with information who wants to remain anonymous and be eligible for a cash reward is 
asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS(8477), contact us on the 
internet at www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the QR code at right.  
Anonymity is guaranteed! 
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