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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 8, 2016  
 

Overnight Violence Leads to Death 
 

SEBRING – 
 

As previously reported, beginning at approximately 8:30PM last night, Consolidated Dispatch 
received numerous calls of shots fired at a business called The Spot on Lemon Avenue in Sebring. 

The Sebring Police Department has determined that Dequante 
Rashad Yarde, 19 years of age, of 1019 Booker Avenue, Sebring, 
was shot at this location and has died. The second shooting victim at 
this location, Michael Bernard McCune, 24 years of age of General 
Delivery, Sebring, was also shot at this location and is in very critical 
condition in the hospital.  
 
As a result of this incident, a drive by shooting was reported to 
Consolidated Dispatch to be occurring at 121 Douglas Avenue, 
Sebring. This investigation revealed that Desmond La’aies Edwards, 
21 years of age of 2725 Dolphin Drive, Sebring, Jaquar Derraile 
Tyheem Mathis, 21 years of age of 1110 Melady Lane, Sebring, and 
Ricky Lenford Hugh Nelson, 20 years of age of 10 Delores St., 
Sebring were involved.  
 

This shooting developed into the third incident, the pursuit. Desmond La’aies Edwards had already 
fled from the vehicle and ultimately turned himself in. Both Mathis and Nelson continued to flee 

from deputies in the vehicle, even though they were being pursued by 
uniformed deputies in marked Sheriff’s Office patrol cars with lights 
and sirens activated. After ramming three Sheriff’s Office units, and 
stop sticks being successfully deployed, both remaining suspects fled 
from the vehicle on foot and into an apartment at Bay View 
Apartments in Sebring. Sheriff’s Office K-9 apprehended Jaquar 
Mathis at the door of the apartment however he began pulling the K-9 
inside. At this time deputies announced “shots fired” and requested 
EMS for Mathis, who ultimately died. As the investigation continued, 
deputies used a robot to enter the apartment and located the last 
suspect, Ricky Nelson, who was taken into custody without incident.   
 
Ricky Lenford Hugh Nelson and Desmond La’aies Edwards have 
been arrested on charges of attempted first degree murder, 
premeditated, firing a weapon within 1000 feet of a person, firing a 
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weapon from a vehicle, firing a missile into a dwelling and tampering with or destroying evidence. 
They are both being held in the Highlands County Jail under a no bond status in connection with 
the shootings on Douglas Avenue.   
 
This case is still under investigation. The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) is 
investigating the officer-involved shooting; the Sheriff’s Office has the Douglas Avenue shooting 
and Sebring Police Department is handling the shooting and death at “The Spot”. All three 
agencies are coordinating their efforts on these cases. Anyone with 
information on these incidents is requested to contact FDLE Special Agent 
John King at 863-386-6085, Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Sergeant 
Jamie Davidson at 863-402-7322 or the Sebring Police Department at 863-
471-5107. Anyone with information who wants to remain anonymous and be 
eligible for a cash reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
226-TIPS (8477), contact us on the internet at 
www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the QR code at right.  
Anonymity is guaranteed.      


