
         
         
         
         
            
            
            

NEWS RELEASE 
3 October 2013 

Don’t Be A Victim of Check Fraud! 
 
The Highlands County Sheriff’s Office has been made aware of several instances of 
check fraud recently. While each case is different, the underlying theme is the same: 
You make arrangements with someone to sell an item, do a job or take advantage of 
an offer. The “bad guy” will send you a check in an amount larger than the agreed 
upon price with instructions to deposit that check and send a portion of it back. The 
problem is the check itself is fraudulent so when you send money back, it’s your 
money that’s going out! In addition, your account number will be on the check you 
send and of course your account is then compromised.  
 
Just think for a moment. Why would someone send you MORE money than you 
agreed upon? There is no good reason for this, other than to get you into a scam. We 
have seen this method of operation under the guise of renting an apartment, selling an 
item, contracting for services, winning a vacation….the list goes on and on. Some 
fraudsters will send you a check and ask you to deposit it and send money back under 
the premise that they are testing you to be sure you can follow instructions. Really? 
 
The bottom line is this – no one will send you more money than you ask for an item or 
service unless they’re up to no good. Even if you receive a check in the proper 
amount, wait a good three weeks for that check to clear before you ship the item or 
complete the task. Be absolutely certain that the money is there to cover the check 
before you send anything. Also please don’t send money for any reason,  in return for 
a check you have received.  
 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Crime Prevention Specialist Nell Hays is at your 
service to discuss any suspicious circumstances that you may encounter. You may call 
her at 863-402-7369, and if she is unavailable please feel free to leave a message. She 
will call you back as soon as possible. Please don’t become a victim of this fraudulent 
check scam! 
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