
         
         
         
         
            
            
            

NEWS RELEASE 
Former Deputy Arrested on Drug Charges 

3 October 2013 
 

On Thursday, October 3, 2013 a warrant was issued for the arrest of former Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Deputy Hiram Obregon and his wife Lissette Obregon. The warrant 
charges both suspects with arson which is a first degree felony, producing marijuana, 
owning a structure where drugs are manufactured, and possession of marijuana over 
20 grams all of which are third degree felonies.  
 
The warrant stems from a house fire that occurred at the Obregon’s home, 3335 
Northern Blvd., Lake Placid on July 17, 2013. During the fire investigation, agencies 
working together including the State Fire Marshal’s Office, an insurance investigator 
and Sheriff’s Office detectives, items were discovered such as lighting and electrical 
products that are typically associated with an indoor marijuana grow operation. 
There appeared to be marijuana plants in the residence that had been shielded from 
the fire by topsoil. The root systems were submitted to the University of Florida for 
examination. Tests on these samples confirmed they were Cannabis Sativa, commonly 
referred to as marijuana.  
 
Hiram Obregon was hired by the Avon Park Police Department as a police officer on 
October 3, 2011. With the Avon Park contract for services with the Highlands County 
Sheriff’s Office, Obregon was hired as a Deputy on October 3, 2012. During his new 
hire probationary period, Obregon was found to be in violation of Sheriff’s Office 
general orders regarding the operation of his Sheriff’s Office vehicle, driving at 
excessive speeds on numerous occasions without regard to adverse road conditions. 
During an internal investigation, following a complaint of erratic driving and review 
of the in-car camera system, the allegations were sustained and Obregon was 
terminated from the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office on July 3, 2013. 
 
Hiram and Lissette Obregon were arrested this evening and are being held in the 
Highlands County Jail with no bond. 
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