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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 24, 2014 

 
Deputy Injured While Conducting Traffic Stop 

SEBRING - 
       
Deputy Dustin “Dusty” Campbell suffered serious but non-life 
threatening injuries last night while conducting a traffic stop in 
Sebring. Deputy Campbell, who is a Field Training Officer for the 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Office, was on patrol with his trainee, 
Deputy Nathan Nichols, at approximately 8:00PM last night when 
they observed a vehicle travelling on County Road 17 near Home 
Avenue with no tag light. The deputies conducted a traffic stop on 
this vehicle at Sagecrest Drive and Home Avenue and discovered the 
driver, Michael Scott Durkin, was driving with a suspended license. 
Deputy Campbell placed Durkin in handcuffs and placed him in the 
rear seat of the patrol car while an inventory of Durkin’s vehicle was 
being conducted by Deputy Nichols prior to having the vehicle 
towed from the scene. 
 
While in the rear of the patrol car, Deputy Campbell observed Durkin attempting to conceal 
something in his hands. Deputy Campbell brought Durkin out of the patrol car and instructed 
him to release the item in his hands. Durkin refused this request causing Deputy Campbell to 
try to pry open his fingers. Durkin began to physically resist Deputy Campbell at which time he 
was taken to the ground. As a result of this scuffle, Deputy Campbell’s leg became trapped 
under Durkin at which time Deputy Campbell suffered a major fracture to his left leg and a 
dislocated left ankle.  
 
Hearing the scuffle, Deputy Nichols came to the aid of Deputy Campbell securing Durkin again 
back into the patrol car while additional units were summoned to the scene. Deputy Nichols, a 
trained paramedic and fireman, administered first aid to Deputy Campbell until the arrival of 
Emergency Medical Service and backup officers from the Sebring Police Department and the 
Sheriff’s Office. 
 
Deputies Dustin McGee and Justin Clemmons finally were able to retrieve the item from 
Durkin’s grasp, which turned out to be the keys to his vehicle.  
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As a result of this incident, Michael Scott Durkin, 27 years of age, 6’3”and 240 pounds, of 200 
Turkey Lane, Sebring, was charged with aggravated battery on a law enforcement officer, 
resisting arrest with violence and driving with a suspended license. He is currently in the 
Highlands County Jail under $32,000 bond.  
 
Deputy Campbell, who has been with the Sheriff’s Office for 3 ½ years, is expected to undergo 
major surgery later today to address the injuries he sustained during this incident.  
 
Sheriff Benton commented on the incident saying, “Deputy Campbell’s primary responsibility 
is uniform patrol. He is also a Field Training Officer, a member of the Special Weapons and 
Tactics (SWAT) team and is a tremendous asset to our community. This serious injury will have 
a long recovery process leaving a void in many operational areas, however I am grateful that he 
is safe. We wish Deputy Campbell a speedy and complete recovery.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


