
Sheriff  Susan Benton 
434 Fernleaf Avenue 

Sebring, Florida 33870 
863-402-7200 

www.highlandssheriff.org 

Lace Melitta Heflin 

   
   
        
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 22, 2016  
 

Arrest Made in Homicide Investigation 
 

 
SEBRING - 
 
As previously reported, on September 19, 2016, Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Deputies 
responded to 1520 Wellington Dr. in Sebring to conduct a welfare check on 95 year old Dominick 
Demundo. When deputies made entry into the home, Demundo was found deceased from 
apparent stab wounds and cuts to the upper body.  
 
An autopsy performed by the District 10 Medical Examiner’s Office concluded that Demundo’s 
death was a homicide. During the course of the investigation a person of interest was developed 
who later turned into a suspect in the case.  
 
Yesterday, September 21st, a Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Patrol Lieutenant noticed a vehicle 
thought to be associated with this suspect in the parking lot of a local financial institution. 

Detectives entered the bank and found the suspect, Lace Melitta Heflin, 
37 years of age, of 6314 Apple Road, Sebring, in possession of a wallet 
that did not belong to her along with cocaine and other drug 
paraphernalia. Heflin was arrested on those charges and placed into 
custody.  
 
As the investigation continued, Heflin was questioned by detectives 
regarding the murder of Dominick Demundo, who Heflin had been 
working for doing housekeeping and other general care provider 
functions. During this questioning, ample evidence was gained to support 
charging Heflin with 1st Degree Murder by intentionally causing the death 
of Dominick Demundo. She is currently being held in the Highlands 
County Jail in a no bond status.  

 
Detectives are continuing to develop leads in this case however at this time Heflin is the only 
suspect. Anyone with information regarding other individuals who may have knowledge of persons 
associated with Dominick Demundo during the past few weeks is requested to 
contact the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Unit at 
863-402-7250 and speak to Detective Sergeant Jamie Davidson or Detective 
Jody Stowers. Anyone with information who wants to remain anonymous and be 
eligible for a cash reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
226-TIPS (8477), contact us on the internet at 
www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the QR code at right.  
Anonymity is guaranteed.      
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