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On September 10, 2015, the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office received an anonymous 
complaint about subjects dumping asphalt debris in the area of Desoto City Road and 
Desoto Road, in Sebring. The suspects were seen in a white Ford F-150 pick-up truck, 
which was pulling a trailer.  Upon arrival, the deputy sheriff found a large amount of 
black asphalt debris, illegally dumped near this intersection.   
 

Subsequent investigation by Deputy Sheriff Donavan Cooper, 
who is assigned strictly to investigate environmental crimes, 
learned that Alan Gavan Toney, 56 years old, residing in 
Sebring, FL had been hired to demolish and replace asphalt 
driveways from some of the Oak Ridge Mobile Home Park 
residences and haul off the asphalt debris. Toney, along with his 
hired workers dumped a load of asphalt debris on the East side 
of Desoto City Rd North near the intersection of Desoto Rd, 
Sebring. Toney claimed his trailer had become stuck; so they 
unloaded the trailer in order to get the trailer unstuck and he 
intended to go back and pick up the asphalt debris; which he 
failed to do.  
 

On September 11, 2015, Deputy Cooper arrested Toney for: Dumping Litter over 500 
pounds, a third degree felony. Deputy Cooper also seized Toney’s 1998 Ford F150 
pickup truck and homemade trailer under the Florida Contraband Forfeiture Act.  
 
Toney posted bond and was released from the Highlands County Jail on the same date.   
 
“We are happy that members of the public are taking an interest in the issue of illegal 
dumping and that they are taking the initiative to call us on these incidents, said Chief 
Deputy Mark Schrader, “The Sheriff’s Office, in partnership with Highlands County Solid 
Waste Management, is aggressively investigating illegal trash dumping along with 
educating the public about this problem. “ 
 
Anyone with information with information about illegal dumping who 
wants to remain anonymous and be eligible for a cash reward is asked to 
call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS (8477), contact us on 
the internet at www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the QR 
code at right.  Anonymity is guaranteed. 
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