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UPDATE 
Sheriff Benton has just been informed that the District 10 Medical Examiner has 
confirmed the identity of person located in the water by deputies to be that of 
missing person, white female Courtney Adams. 
 
 

Death Investigation 
 

SEBRING - 
On August 29, 2015 at approximately 7:30PM, deputies were dispatched to the area of Greenfield 
Street and Tanglewylde Avenue in Lake Placid, in the area of the Lake Carrie canal to assist the 
Florida Wildlife Commission (FWC) regarding a suspicious bag floating in the canal. Deputies and 
FWC officers boarded a FWC boat and were able to retrieve the bag and bring it to the dock. As 
deputies were retrieving the bag from the water, deputies thought they felt what may be human 
toes. The bag was pulled on to the dock where crime scene investigators cut into the bag just 
enough to confirm a human body was indeed in the bag, without disturbing any possible evidence. 
The body was a white person with long blonde hair. The identity of the body has not been 
confirmed at this time and was sent to the District 10 Medical Examiner. 
 
Further investigation led detectives to a residence located at 329 Hallmark Avenue in Lake Placid 
where Shawn Jones was located. Based on evidence obtained at this residence and other 
sources, Shawn Jones, 37 years of age, of that address, has been arrested and charged with 
failure to report a death to the medical examiner, culpable negligence to inflict harm, giving false 
information to a law enforcement officer regarding a missing person, abuse of a dead human body 
and tampering with physical evidence. Jones has been released on $7,500 bond. 
 
Also arrested was Dan Hermance, 24 year of age of 332 NE Hoover Avenue, Lake Placid, Florida. 
Hermance was charged with resisting an officer without violence. Hermance, according to 
witnesses was present with Jones using drugs; when deputies asked for his telephone in order to 
get a search warrant for the information contained within the phone, Hermance resisted by 
throwing the phone to his wife in attempts to keep it from law enforcement.  He was released on a 
$500 bond.  

 
When detective arrived at the Hallmark Avenue address, Turk Lowe was present at 329 Hallmark 
Avenue in the process of smoking crack cocaine. Lowe, 35 years of age, of 520 S. Main Street, 
Lake Placid was arrested and charged with possession of cocaine, possession of a controlled 
substance without a prescription and possession of drug paraphernalia. He has been released on 
$2500 bond. 
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This investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information in this case is requested 
to contact the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Unit at 
863-402-7250. Anyone with information who wants to remain anonymous and 
be eligible for a cash reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-
800-226-TIPS (8477), contact us on the internet at 
www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the QR code at right.  
Anonymity is guaranteed.      


