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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
August 29, 2014 

Counterfeit Currency Discovered 
 
SEBRING - 
Over the past few weeks Highlands County merchants are once again seeing a number of counterfeit bills 
being passed for purchases. This activity is not limited to Highlands County but has also been reported in Polk 
and Hardee Counties. The denominations have mostly been small bills, $5, $10 and some $20’s however 
neighboring counties have also seen larger denominations. This activity has been concentrated in the US 27 
corridor at this time, however, all businesses should pay close attention to the currency they accept.  
 

Detectives say the bills passed in Highlands County do not 
have a watermark nor do they have the embedded security 
thread that indicates the denomination of the bill. Holding the 
bill to the light you should be able to view these features.  
 
To see detailed characteristics of legitimate currency, visit 
www.treasury.gov/services which is part of the United States 
Treasury website. On that page there are links to each of the 
denominations that explain in detail the security features of 
each denomination.  
 
If you suspect counterfeit currency has been passed at your 
location you should attempt to do the following without 
putting yourself in danger: 

 
1. Do not return the bill to the person who presented it to you. 
2. Observe the passer’s description, any vehicle description and possibly a license tag number 

and the descriptions of any other people who may be with the person who passed the bill. 
3. Contact local law enforcement. 
4. Try to handle the bill as little as possible. Instead, put it in an envelope or plastic bag for law 

enforcement to pick up. 
5. Save any video surveillance of the transaction when the counterfeit bill was passed for law 

enforcement.   
 

If you have information on anyone who is in possession of or passing counterfeit currency, 
please contact Detective DuWayne Kelly of the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Criminal 
Investigations Unit at 863-402-7250. Anyone with information who wants to remain anonymous 
and be eligible for a cash reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-
TIPS(8477), contact us on the internet at www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the 
QR code at right.  Anonymity is guaranteed! 

 

  Contact:   Nell Hays, CPS 
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