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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
August 18, 2015 

School Zone Safety 
 
SEBRING – 
 

Tomorrow, Wednesday, August 19th brings on the beginning of the school year once 
again. Please be aware that traffic will increase as administrators and teachers take to the 
roads. Please take particular notice of school zones and the speed limits through these 
areas. Fines are doubled for speeding in a school zone or designated school crossing. 
Remember, the number one priority is the safety of our young people so please stay 
within posted limits especially in these areas.  
 
As many of you may have children who are planning to ride their bicycle to school, 
please remember that a bicycle rider or passenger who is under 16 years of age must wear 
a bicycle helmet that is properly fitted.  
 
Regarding stopping for school busses, it is illegal to pass a school bus when it displays a 
stop signal. That being said, you do NOT have to stop for a school bus when the roadway 
is divided by an unpaved space of at least 5 feet, a raised median or a physical 
barrier. Please see the illustration below provided by the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s 
Office, for a visual explanation of this. This is also available on the Highlands County 
Sheriff’s Office Facebook page.  
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When a school bus is stopped, please be aware of children who might run across the 
street either to or from the school bus. An extra moment of caution may just save a life! 
 
The Highlands County Sheriff's Office will be participating in a state-wide Florida 
Sheriff's Task Force operation over the next few weeks concentrating on back to school 
traffic safety. Deputies will particularly be on the lookout for violations in and around 
schools and school zones as well as on school bus routes.  
 
We hope to have a safe school year. Please do your part by obeying the school zone 
speed limits, bicycle regulations and the traffic laws regarding passing school busses. 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation! 
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