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Special Units Bring Standoff to Positive End 
 
On Saturday night, August 4th at approximately 10:00PM the Highlands County 
Sheriff’s Office received a call about a person attempting to commit suicide. The caller 
advised the person was upset, was armed with a rifle and was intent on killing himself. 
Deputies responded to the subject’s home where they could see the person, armed and 
in a position to do serious harm to himself. The deputies were unable to get the 
subject to come to the door. When contacted by phone the subject was uncooperative 
and continued to seem intent on doing harm to himself.  
 
Realizing additional assistance would be necessary, supervisors called in the Crisis 
Negotiation Team. This team is made up of deputies and detectives with special 
training and certifications who deal with hostage and other high risk situations. Crisis 
Negotiation Team members worked to persuade the subject to surrender and accept 
mental health treatment. In addition to the Crisis Negotiation Team, the Special 
Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) Team responded to the incident to relieve patrol 
deputies holding the perimeter and to ensure the safety of the negotiators and other 
citizens.   The SWAT team is made up of deputies with specialized tactical training in 
building entries and subject apprehension. 
 
After 6 hours of negotiation, this situation came to a positive conclusion with the 
subject surrendering and agreeing to be treated.  He was taken into custody under the 
Baker Act and taken to a treatment center. 
 
Without these specialized resources this situation could have ended with the death of 
the subject and possibly with injury or death to deputies.  Captain Tim Lethbridge, 
commander of the Crisis Negotiation Team, had these comments: “The deputies and 
detectives serving on the Crisis Negotiation and Special Weapons and Tactics Teams 
are all volunteers, who undertake additional training and responsibilities in addition 
to their regular duties.  When major incidents occur, they often respond from off-duty 
status to assist in resolving the incident.  Their commitment and dedication to these 
special duties is critical to the Sheriff’s Office accomplishing our mission of protecting 
life, property, and individual rights within Highlands County.” 
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