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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
August 6, 2015 

 
Two Suspects Arrested After Completion of  

Robbery Investigation 
SEBRING - 
On June 23, 2015 at approximately 7:33am, members of the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office responded to a 
report of a robbery occurring at the Wells Fargo Bank located at 299 US Hwy 27 South in Avon Park.  Upon 
arrival deputies spoke with the complainant identified as Jessica Rivera who was the manager of the Dollar 
General store located at 904 US Hwy 27 South in Avon Park.  Rivera indicated an unidentified suspect 
approached her on foot and took the deposit bag from her while she was completing a deposit for the store in 
the after-hours deposit drop box.  Rivera provided a description of the suspect to patrol deputies and attempts 
were made to locate the suspect who fled on foot after stealing the money from her.   
 

No suspect was not located at that time, therefore; members of the Criminal 
Investigations Unit responded to the scene and initiated an investigation.  Detective 
Du’Wayne Kelly was assigned as lead detective for the incident.  During the course 
of the investigation Detective Kelly discovered several passing vehicles as well as 
businesses and residences in the area had recordings of the incident from 
surveillance equipment. Upon reviewing the footage from these surveillance 
systems Detective Kelly identified a distinctly recognizable vehicle owned and 
operated by Rivera’s 31 year old live-in boyfriend, Antoine Phillips, which was in the 
area during the time of the reported robbery. In addition, a subject matching the 
description provided by Rivera and observed in surveillance video from the bank 
was observed entering Phillips’ vehicle. Interviews of Phillips and Rivera were 
conducted and electronic evidence was later discovered which placed Phillips in the 
area of the reported robbery when he said that he was at their residence on 
Sunshine Lane in Avon Park.   

 
The investigation also revealed that Phillips and Rivera were in a financial burden 
and were able to minimize many of their obligations shortly after this incident.  
Search warrants were subsequently received and served which revealed more 
evidence establishing probable cause for Detective Kelly to pursue charges on 
Phillips and Rivera for orchestrating the theft of the money being deposited from 
Dollar General.  
 
Antoine Phillips 31 years of age, of 14 West Sunshine Lane, Avon Park, was 
arrested yesterday, August 4, 2015 and has been charged with retail theft wherein a 
person either individually, or in concert with one or more other persons, coordinates 
the activities of one or more persons in committing the offense of retail theft, a 
second degree felony. He was taken into custody at the Highlands County Jail and 
has since been released having posted a $15,000 bond.  
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Jessica Rivera, 34 years of age, also of 14 West Sunshine Lane, Avon Park, was arrested yesterday, August 
4, 2015 and charged with theft wherein a person either individually, or in concert with one or more other 
persons, coordinates the activities of one or more persons in committing the offense of retail theft, a second 
degree felony. Rivera was also charged making a false report of a crime, a first degree misdemeanor. She was 
booked into the Highlands County Jail and has since been released having posted a bond of $5,500.  
 
This investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information on this case is requested to call 
Detective Du’Wayne Kelly at the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations 
Unit, 863-402-7250. Anyone with information who wants to remain anonymous and be 
eligible for a cash reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS 
(8477), contact us on the internet at www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the 
QR code at right.  Anonymity is guaranteed. 

 
 

 


