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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 26, 2014 

 
Road Rage Incident Results in Attempted Murder Charge 

  
 
SEBRING - 
At approximately 10:00PM last night Highlands County Sheriff’s Consolidated Dispatch received a 
call of a hit and run accident. A vehicle driven by Shawn Zeigler of 2613 Hacienda Dr., Lorida was 
travelling on US 98 and was being pursued by another vehicle driven by Thomas Gerald Watson. 
When the vehicles were near the Lorida General Store, Zeigler pulled into the parking lot at the 
store. Watson continued to accelerate toward the vehicle at which time Zeigler and his passenger 
Carrie Leaphart, also of 2613 Hacienda Dr., fled the vehicle on foot shortly before the vehicle was 
struck. Watson continued to follow the pair ultimately hitting Zeigler with his vehicle. Watson then 
fled the scene, and paramedics were called. Zeigler was flown from the scene to a regional 
medical facility where he remains in serious condition. Leaphart was not hit by the vehicle.  
 
Responding deputies continued to attempt to locate Watson ending up at his home at 658 Racoon 
Lane, Lorida. The suspect’s vehicle was present at the home however when deputies attempted to 
make contact with persons inside, no one would come to the door. Further investigation revealed 
that Watson may be in possession of multiple firearms inside the home. The Highlands County 
Sheriff’s Office Special Weapons and Tactic (SWAT) team and the Crisis Negotiation Team (CNT) 
responded to the Racoon Lane location and a search warrant was obtained. At that time SWAT 
members and CNT negotiators made contact with Watson and he exited his home without incident. 
He was taken into custody with charges pending.   
 
At this time the investigation is continuing. Anyone with information on this incident is requested to 
contact Detective Brian Van Fleet of the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Criminal 
Investigations Unit at 863-381-2684. Anyone with information who wants to remain 
anonymous and be eligible for a cash reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-226-TIPS(8477), contact us on the internet at 
www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the QR code at right.  Anonymity is 
guaranteed! 
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