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Deputy Certifies as Drug Recognition Expert 
 

The Highlands County Sheriff’s Office is pleased to announce that Deputy Ken 
Jorgensen was recently certified as a Drug Recognition Expert (DRE).  The role of a 
Drug Recognition Expert is to evaluate subjects, having been arrested for driving 
under the influence, and determine (1) if the subject is impaired, (2) what drug 
category(s) is/are causing the impairment, or (3) is a medical condition causing the 
impairment.  
 
The International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) is the regulating and 
certifying organization that oversees this training. Some of the qualifications to be 
considered for certification training include at least 3 years of law enforcement 
service, trained and proficient in Standard Field Sobriety testing, a background and 
experience with DUI arrests, a written recommendation from the prosecutor and 
previous attendance at Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement class. 
 

During the certification process there are two 
phases that must be completed. The Academic 
phase consists of 9 days (72 hours) studying 
physiology, vital signs, standard field sobriety 
testing, and 7 categories of drug abuse. This 
phase includes 5 tests during the course of 
study, two written examinations, and a 
Standard Field Sobriety Test proficiency 
examination. The second phase, Certification, 
must be completed within three months of the 
academic portion. During this phase the 
candidate must conduct a minimum of 12 drug 

influence evaluations under the supervision of the Drug Recognition Expert 
instructor, identifying subjects under the influence of three of the 7 drug categories. 
During this phase the candidate must attain a 75% toxicological confirmation rate. In 
addition the candidate must maintain a progress log, a rolling log and curriculum 
vitae as well as pass a comprehensive final knowledge exam and have the written 
endorsement of two certified DRE instructors. 
 
Highlands County Sheriff Susan Benton commented on Deputy Jorgensen’s new 
qualification saying “According to research experts, we have long known about the 
dangers of drinking and driving in regards to impairment. What we are learning more 
about is the dramatic increase of drivers that are impaired by licit, illicit, and over the 
counter drugs. I am thankful that Deputy Jorgensen was willing to take on this 
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Deputy Ken  Jorgensen at his desk at the 
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arduous training program to become certified in this area of identifying drivers 
impaired by drugs. Our citizens deserve the right to travel on the roadways of our 
county safely. Our Office continues to work to ensure that we are prepared to combat 
the dangers associated with driving under the influence. Congratulations to Deputy 
Jorgensen for attaining this important certification.” 
 
For further information on Drug Recognition Expert training and certification go to 
www.iptm.org.  
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