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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 21, 2014 

 
Highlands County Jail Inmate Found Deceased 

 
 
SEBRING - 
 
Highlands County Sheriff Susan Benton reported today that an inmate in the Highlands County Jail 
has been found deceased.  
 

Jesus G. Avitia, 25 years of age, with an address of Seventh St., Sebring, 
was found unresponsive by Detention Deputies at approximately 8:30AM 
today. Avitia was found with his bed sheet tightly wrapped around his neck. 
The first detention deputies on scene began CPR, jail medical staff was 
summoned and arrived within seconds. Emergency Medical Services was 
called and Avitia was transported to Highlands Regional Medical Center 
where he was pronounced deceased.  
 
Sheriff Benton related that Avitia was in jail stemming from an incident that 
occurred on July 18th of this year. At that time his ex-girlfriend called 
deputies requesting assistance because Avitia was at her home and he 
was very intoxicated. On arrival of the deputies, Avitia was no longer at the 

residence however he was located shortly thereafter hiding behind an air conditioner at a home 
next door to the complainant. He was arrested for trespassing. Avitia was released on July 2, 2014 
from Immigrations and Customs Enforcement in Miami after posting a bond.   
 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Detectives and Crime Scene Unit members are investigating the 
incident at this time. Once the criminal investigation is concluded, the Sheriff’s Office will, in 
accordance with our General Orders, conduct an Administrative Review by Internal Affairs. This 
review evaluates all policy and procedures to ensure compliance during this incident. At the 
conclusion of this review, the results will be a part of the public record.      
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