
         
         
         
         
            
             

NEWS RELEASE 
Rotarians from Taiwan Visit HCSO 

July 19, 2013 

 
On June 10, 2013 nine members of Rotary Taiwan visited the Highlands County 
Sheriff’s Office as a part of the Rotary Foundation’s  Group Study Exchange. The 
group consisted of a business consultant, an occupational therapist, an artist and 
music executive, a resort public relations manager, a material sales representative and 
a Division Assistant from the Taipei City Police Department. The group was led by 
local Sebring Rotary President Gale Decker along with Lake Placid Rotary President 
Jim Carroll. 
 
Chief Mark Schrader, Major Booker Johnson, Captain Bobby Green and PIO Nell 
Hays welcomed tour members to our facility with an overview of how law 
enforcement works in the United States.  Chief Schrader reflected on how Sheriff’s 
Offices and Police Departments work together to maintain public order. Major 
Johnson and Captain Green reviewed policies and procedures of our operations 
including patrol, investigations, evidence, crime scene and corrections. Following the 
overview, members took a tour of the facility including dispatch, corrections, 
evidence, human resources and administration. Department heads explained their 
respective areas and answered questions during the tour. At the conclusion of the tour 
each participant was given a gift packet including the Strategic Plan, Sheriff’s Office 
patches and other memorabilia. In return tour guides received a photo bank, pins and 
other mementos from the guests. President Decker expressed the gratitude of the 
visitors saying, “ The Rotary Clubs in Highlands County appreciate the Highlands 
County Sheriff's Department for meeting with the GSE team from Taipei, Taiwan and 
showing them how our criminal justice system works.”  
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Dually Accredited 

(L to R) Major Booker Johnson, Gale Decker, Vincent Kuan, Major Mark Schrader, Louie Chen, Jinny 
Chen, Phillip Hsieh, Grace Liu, Synia Su and Jim Carroll tour the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office. 



According to Decker, the Rotary Foundation’s Group Study Exchange (GSE) 
program is a unique cultural and vocational exchange opportunity for businesspeople 
and professionals between the ages of 25 and 40 who are in the early stages of their 
careers. The program provides travel grants for teams to exchange visits in paired 
areas of different countries. For four to six weeks, team members experience the host 
country's culture and institutions, observe how their vocations are practiced abroad, 
develop personal and professional relationships, and exchange ideas.  
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