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Jury Duty Scam 
 
The Highlands County Sheriff’s Office has received several calls over the past few 
days from citizens who have been subject to the “Jury Duty Scam”. The caller 
informs the citizen that they did not show up for jury duty and that a warrant has 
been issued for their arrest. The caller further informs the citizen that they will not be 
arrested if they call a particular phone number and leave their credit card number to 
pay the $500 fine. This is a scam to get the victim’s credit card number that could 
possibly lead to much more than the original $500 request up to and including 
Identity Theft. 
 
County Clerk of Courts Bob Germaine said his staff has received four or five calls from 
people who have been contacted in this way over the past few days. The Warrants 
Unit of the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office has also received calls. Mr. Germaine 
explained the real process that would occur if someone did miss the call to jury duty: 
“We would send another notice by mail. If the citizen doesn’t show up after the 
second notice, a third notice would be sent by Certified Mail. If the person still doesn’t 
show up the Sheriff’s Office would serve them with papers, in person. We do not call 
people on the phone.” 
 
Anyone who has received a call such as this may call the Clerk of Courts Office at 402-
6564 to check their jury duty status. Anyone who has returned the call and has given 
their credit card number is asked to call their local law enforcement agency and make 
a report.  
 
Sheriff Susan Benton reminds every one of the best crime prevention tip.” Do not give 
out any personal information over the phone unless you have initiated the call. This 
includes credit card numbers, Social Security number, Driver’s License number, date 
of birth or any banking information.” Scammers use a number of different tactics to 
persuade potential victims to give up this information and it can lead to identity theft 
and other financial losses.  
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