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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 15, 2015 

 
Homicide Investigation in Lorida 

 
SEBRING - 
 
At approximately 7:00PM Tuesday, July 14th, Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Central Dispatch 
received a call of shots fired and people injured in the Lorida area. Deputies responded to the area 
of White Oak Road and Amanda Lane where they found two victims who had been shot.  
 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) responded and found one victim, Shawn Eric Zeigler, 44 
years of age, of 4232 Amanda Lane*, Lorida, shot and deceased at the scene. Carrie Leaphart, 36 
years of age, of 2613 Hacienda Dr., Lorida, was also suffering from gunshot wounds and seriously 
injured. She was airlifted to a nearby medical facility for treatment.  

 
At the time, detectives were told that the suspect left the area in a black pickup 
truck and was travelling westbound on US Highway 98. This truck was 
observed by members of the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Crime 
Suppression Team in the area of Haywood Taylor and Kenilworth Boulevard. A 
traffic stop was conducted at this location and the driver of the truck, Virgil Lee 
West, 20 years of age, of 110 Pine Terrace, Lorida was detained and 
eventually arrested in this case. West is being held without bond in the 
Highlands County Jail on charges of 2nd degree murder and tampering with 
evidence. A gun was recovered in the area which is believed to be the weapon 
used in this incident.  

 
This investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information is requested to contact 
the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Unit at 863-402-
7250, or Detective Jody Stowers at 863-402-7387. Anyone with information 
who wants to remain anonymous and be eligible for a cash reward is asked to 
call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS(8477), contact us on the 
internet at www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the QR code at 
right.  Anonymity is guaranteed!  
 
 
 
*Address added after release went out, separate email sent with address.  
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