
Tm Landers is congratulated by 
Judge Anthony Ritenour 

Christal Page receives her Certificate 
of Completion from Judge Anthony 
Ritenour 

         
         
         
         
            
            
            

NEWS RELEASE 
26 June 2012 

 

Behavioral Health Deferred Prosecution Program 
Celebrates First Two Graduates 

 
Highlands County Sheriff Susan Benton is pleased 
to congratulate the first two graduates of the 
Behavioral Health Deferred Prosecution Program. 
Christal Page and Tim Landers received their 
Certificates of Completion from Judge Anthony 
Ritenour earlier this month.  
 
The Behavioral Health Deferred Prosecution 
Program has been in place since May of 2011. It is 
a cooperative effort between the Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Office and the State’s Attorney’s 
Office to provide rehabilitation and stability for 
non-violent offenders who suffer from mental 
illness or co-occurring disorders. The State’s 
Attorney’s Office evaluates all referrals from the 
Sheriff’s Office based on offender history and 
charges that will be accepted in the program. 
Participants are offered treatment-based 
sentencing alternatives that utilize judicial 
oversight and appropriate community-based 
treatment plans instead of incarceration. At the 
successful completion of the program their charges 
are dismissed. There are 15 people enrolled in the 

program at this time. Participants are not in jail. They are on participating in the 
program, have been released on their own recognizance, are on pre-trial release or out 
on bail. 
 
This is not a “Get Out Of Jail Free” card! Program participants must call in every 
day, Monday through Friday, to program Coordinators Dorothy Reed or George 
Ridenour. Every Tuesday they must attend Behavioral Health Aftercare which is 
held at Highlands Community Church in Sebring. They must attend every meeting 
and be on time. The last Thursday of every month they must appear before the 
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Behavioral Health Program Committee consisting of Dorothy Reed, a mental health 
counselor, a counselor from Tri County and Mell Williams, JASA program specialist. 
Random drug screens and breathalyzer tests may be done at meetings or by call in. If 
called in, participants have one hour in which to take the test. 
There are other special requirements as well, depending upon the individual situation. 
For example, youthful offenders may have a curfew. Participants may be assigned to 
Alcoholics or Narcotics Anonymous programs. No enrollees may hang out with people 
who are addicts or at places that serve alcohol. 
 
Sheriff Susan Benton has worked very hard over the past several years to see this 
program initiated.  “Diverting these offenders from our jails and into more 
appropriate community-based mental health treatment is vital,” Benton continues. 
Citing several benefits to the program, “it enhances public safety by providing judges 
and prosecutors with alternatives to incarceration and making jail and prison bed 
space available for violent offenders; the program promotes the safety and well-being 
of mentally ill offenders by reducing inappropriate incarcerations; and further, 
reduces jail costs to house the mentally ill who generally have a longer length of stay 
and because of the mental illnesses, cost more to house”. “I am so proud of the hard 
work of these two, this is not an walk in the park for folks who suffer mental illness”. 
 
Generally the program duration is one year however some exceptions are allowed in 
special cases.  
 
For more information on the Behavioral Health Deferred Prosecution Program please 
contact Program Coordinator Dorothy Reed at 863-402-7315. 
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