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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 25, 2015 

 
Wanted Subject Apprehended After Pursuit 

 
SEBRING - 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Deputies found themselves in pursuit this afternoon after William “Wild 
Bill” Gardner burglarized a home and stole a blue golf cart from a residence in Sun N Lake and 
went on the run. Utilizing the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office airplane, four wheelers, detectives, 
K-9 and patrol units the search covered from San Bruno Drive in Sun n Lakes through Sebring 
Country Estates and Sebring Hills ending in a wooded area off Barn Owl Avenue near Heron. 
 
Once spotted by Detective Donivan Cooper, in the area of Hammock Road and Heron, he began 
to follow the golf cart in an unmarked car, and Gardner took off. Keeping safety the key 
component, units began to arrive wherein a marked uniform patrol car driven by Deputy Sharon 
Fennell took over as lead. Cooper, as second car, then began calling out the direction of travel 
allowing other units to set up a perimeter around the area. Soon Deputy Fennell with the suspect 
fleeing got to a point that only a golf cart or 4 wheel drive vehicle could get through. By now the 
Sheriff’s airplane was on top of the area and spotted Gardner running from the golf cart on the 
back side of a mobile home park off of Brunns Road. The suspect fled into the woods on foot and 
was soon followed by Deputy Dusty McGee and K-9 Billy. Billy was immediately able to get on the 
suspects track; shortly thereafter he was captured having turned back towards Heron and Barn 
Owl. There were no injuries to law enforcement personnel; however, emergency medical services 
transported Mr. Gardner to Highlands Regional Medical Center for medical clearance prior to being 
transported to the Highlands County jail. He had no specific injuries other than removing the 
electronic control device prongs, possible heat exhaustion, and scraps and scratches from running 
in the woods. The stolen golf cart was recovered on Glen Dr. which is on the southwest end of 
Whispering Pines Mobile Home Park. 
 
Mr. Gardner was wanted on burglary, theft and other charges. Additionally, he is linked to 
numerous other recent burglaries where many firearms were stolen, including the two burglaries in 
Sun n Lakes this morning.  Sheriff’s Detectives have recovered at least 20 or more firearms over 
the past week.  The investigation will continue and most likely additional charges will be coming 
forth on Gardner. 
 
We don’t think it would surprise you to know that he and his running mates, several of whom have 
recently been arrested are known to be heavily involved with methamphetamines.  Sheriff Benton 
asks that we all talk to our families and particularly our kids about meth and the damage it causes, 
not just to the individual who uses it but to the families of those who use and the greater 
community who suffer from their crimes to get more meth. There are local treatment facilities and 
counseling groups available for help.  
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Sheriff Benton, who was also on the perimeter, praised the cooperation and coordination of all of 
the persons involved today. “This subject was causing havoc in our community” she said, 
“everyone did an outstanding job, and no one was injured in this case. We took a dangerous 
criminal off the street today. Highlands County residents should rest easier knowing this subject is 
in jail. If anyone has recently been burglarized in these areas of Sebring, be sure to contact the 
Criminal Investigations Unit.” Sheriff sends, “a special shout out to Sebring Police Department for 
assisting on the perimeter.”       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


