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Highlands County Sheriff Susan Benton poses 
with Deputy Nicole Brown immediately after her 
swear-in as the first black female patrol deputy.  
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Sheriff Benton Swears in First Black Female Deputy 

 
SEBRING - 

 
This morning Sheriff Susan Benton made history in 
Highlands County by swearing in Nicole Brown, a 
recent graduate of South Florida State College’s 
Criminal Justice Academy. Deputy Brown is the first 
black female member of the Highlands County 
Sheriff’s Office Patrol Division.  
 
Originally from Fort Lauderdale, Nicole Brown 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in criminal 
justice from Bethune-Cookman College in Datona 
Beach. She began her career as a teacher of 
elementary autism classes at the Wingate Oaks 
School in Fort Lauderdale. This position led to an 
opportunity to become a clinical therapist at the 
Avon Park Youth Academy. After 2 years there, 
Nicole was selected as a Victim’s Advocate, a 
civilian position in the Special Victim’s Unit of the 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Office. While in that 
position, Sheriff Benton mentioned to her that more 
sworn female officers were needed in the Patrol 
Division. “This is something that I have always 
wanted to do so when the opportunity to go to the 
Criminal Justice Academy at South Florida State 

College came up, I took advantage of it,” Nicole said. When asked what it felt like to be the first 
black female member of the Patrol Division she replied, “We’ve come so far in this county but we 
still have a ways to go. We just have to keep striving and dreaming.” 
 
Sheriff Benton made significant efforts to recruit members from different ethnic backgrounds since 
taking office in 2004 so that the Sheriff’s Office makeup could more accurately reflect the makeup 
of the community. While being successful in recruiting more Hispanic members, progress in 
recruiting members of the black community has been slow to develop. “Hopefully with the recent 
addition of former corrections officer and now Deputy Sheriff Willie Smith, who grew up in Avon 
Park and Deputy Brown, folks can see that you can live in the community that you police, and still 
be a part of the community. This is an exciting milestone for our office, and I hope that others will 
follow in Nicole’s footsteps. She is a great role model for young girls to see that education and 
community involvement really does pay off,” Benton said.  
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Nicole Brown, pictured with her proud parents, Lloyd 
and Lisa Brown shortly after being sworn in as 
Highlands County’s newest deputy and the first black 
female in that role.  

 
Deputy Brown starts today having passed her 
state exam on Monday and graduating from the 
academy last night. Sheriff Benton added, 
“Fortunately, in her role as Victim Advocate 
with the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office, 
Nicole has become fully aware of the trauma 
caused by violence on our citizens, especially 
concerning women and children. With this 
experience, she will make an exceptional law 
enforcement officer supporting our vision of a 
safer Highlands County.” Deputy Brown added, 
“Dreams really do come true!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


