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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 23, 2014 

 
Shooting and Homicide Investigation 

UPDATE 
 
SEBRING - 
       
As previously reported, on Sunday, June 15, 2014, at about 11:16 p.m. Consolidated 
Dispatch received a call from a male subject later identified as Thomas Markland, 65 
years-of-age, located at 122 Hill Court, Sebring, FL.  Thomas Markland informed the 
dispatcher he had shot his nephew, later identified as Phillip ”Justin” Markland, 30 years-
of-age, of the same address.  While speaking with Thomas Markland, the dispatcher heard 
what appeared to be gunshots in the background.  
 
Upon the deputies’ arrival, they found Phillip “Justin” Markland in the front yard of the 
residence, bleeding heavily from an apparent gunshot wound; and Thomas Markland lying 
on the floor of the residence with apparent gunshot wounds. Thomas had no vital signs 
and was pronounced dead at the scene by EMS personnel.  Phillip “Justin” was 
transported to Lakeland Regional Hospital by Aeromed, in critical condition. 
 
On Monday, June 23, 2014, at the request of Highlands County Sheriff’s Office detectives, 
Polk County Sheriff’s Office deputies arrested Phillip “Justin” Markland on an arrest 
warrant for second degree murder in the death of his uncle, Thomas Markland. Phillip 
“Justin” Markland was arrested upon his release from Lakeland Regional Medical Center.  
He will be booked into the Polk County Jail under a no bond status and will subsequently 
be transported to the Highlands County Jail.  
 
This investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information is asked to contact Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Detective Kimberly Gunn at 863-402-7250. Anyone with 
information who wants to remain anonymous and be eligible for a cash 
reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS(8477), 
contact us on the internet at www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan 
the QR code at right.  Anonymity is guaranteed! 
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