
Sheriff  Susan Benton 
434 Fernleaf Avenue 

Sebring, Florida 33870 
863-402-7200 

www.highlandssheriff.org 

Kasey Starling accepts the 2015 Florida 
Sheriff’s Association Scholarship plaque 
from Highlands County Sheriff Susan 
Benton.  
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Florida Sheriff’s Association Scholarship Winner Announced 

 
SEBRING - 
 

Highlands County Sheriff Susan Benton is proud to 
announce that Highlands County resident Kasey Starling 
has won a $1000 college scholarship from the Florida 
Sheriff’s Association. One of 10 scholarships available 
statewide, Ms. Starling, 18 years of age, recently 
graduated with honors from Avon Park High School with 
a 4.8 grade point average. She is pursuing a career in 
criminal justice, enrolling at South Florida State College 
this fall.  
 
Ms. Starling’s father, Lieutenant Keith Starling, has been 
a member of the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office for 25 
years. When asked by Sheriff Benton what got her 
interested in the criminal justice field, Kasey responded, 
“I am always excited for new adventures and am looking 
forward to helping others in somewhat of a different way. 
I want to help others feel safe like I do when my dad is 

working. When he’s on the street, I know I’m safe. I want others to have that same feeling.” 
Responding to this comment, Lieutenant Starling said, “She doesn’t have to be out working 
midnight shift to be helping people in the law enforcement field.”  
 
Sheriff Benton was excited to know that Kasey will be pursuing her criminal justice aspirations right 
here in Highlands County. “It’s great that our young people can get a four year degree in criminal 
justice now, just up the road at South Florida State College. They don’t have to go away in order to 
meet their educational goals anymore.” 
 
Beginning in 8th grade and throughout high school, Kasey Starling has been active in Future 
Farmers of America, (FFA), showing hogs and more recently heifers. She has been successful in 
these endeavors, saving all her winnings toward college expenses. Dad Starling was thankful for 
the FFA experience. “The challenge of raising an animal is just one more aspect to learning 
responsibility. When they have to tend to the animal twice a day, feeding, grooming, and then 
showing these animals on weekends throughout the state; it’s a huge commitment.” 
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Lieutenant Keith Starling joins his daughter Kasey Starling and Highlands 
County Sheriff Susan Benton as Kasey receives the Florida Sheriff’s 
Association $1000 Scholarship.  

When asked what led her to 
choose criminal justice, 
Kasey said she originally was 
tending towards the medical 
profession and possibly 
veterinary school having had 
experience with animals 
growing up. “When dad 
explained the wide array of 
positions associated with 
criminal justice, not just 
patrolling the streets, I began 
to see how broad this field is 
and how there were many 
ways to be involved that were 
not part of uniform patrol. 
This is when I decided to 
pursue criminal justice with 
an eye toward forensics or 
possibly profiling or crime 
scene.” 
 
Sheriff Benton thanked the Florida Sheriff’s Association for their foresight to invest in our youth by 
providing them with opportunities to pursue criminal justice degrees that they would otherwise not 
be able to afford. Additionally, Sheriff wished Kasey the best of success in her new endeavor and 
looks forward to tracking her progress and providing her a working laboratory toward her goals. 
Congratulations Kasey Starling!    

 


