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Sheriff’s Office Members Achieve State Designations 

The Highlands County Sheriff’s Office prides itself in the professionalism of its 
members. This is validated by the number of specialty designations our members have 
attained through advanced training classes.  

Florida Elder Crime Practitioner Designation 

Most recently Detective James “Chris” Carr and Deputy Lars Kirkegard attained the 
Florida Elder Crime Practitioner Designation this past month. They join Detectives 
Barbara Hair and Robert Livesay and Crime Prevention Specialist Nell Hays who 
earned the designation last year.  

To earn this designation participants must successfully complete eighty-eight hours of 
instruction in Crimes Against the Elderly, Aging Issues and Law Enforcement’s Role 
in Elder Crime as presented by the Florida Crime Prevention Training Institute 
(FCPTI). They also have to pass a written examination at the end of each of the three 
training course elements. The designation is awarded by the Attorney General’s Office 
and is valid for three years. After that time an update course must be completed 
which will renew the designation for another three years. 

According to the FCPTI’s website, “These courses provide participants with detailed 
information on the role of the law enforcement officer in combating senior crime, in 
establishing prosecutorial cases and a comprehensive look at abuse and neglect.”  

School Resource Officer Practitioner Designation 

According to the Florida Crime Prevention Training Institute’s website, the Attorney 
General recognizes three components of a School Resource Officer’s job description: 
Law enforcement, education and counseling. This insures a pro-active approach to 
law enforcement through positive role modeling and encourages school safety while 
deterring juvenile delinquency.  
 
To earn the School Resource Officer Practitioner Designation an officer must 
successfully complete the 40 hour School Resource Officer Basic Training course and 
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an additional 90 hours of instruction offered through workshops and seminars 
provided by the FCPTI.  
 
Current Highlands County Sheriff’s Deputies David Lightsey and Shannon Purvis 
(Sebring High School) and Ross Porter (Lake Placid High School) have fulfilled the 
requirements for this designation and have filed their application for the School 
Resource Officer Practitioner Designation with the Attorney General’s Office. They 
will join veteran School Resource Officers Deputy Mike Helms (Hill-Gustat) and 
Deputy Brian Giguere who previously attained this designation. Deputy Andy Spires 
(Lake Placid Middle) will be completing his final training requirement this summer. 
 
In the past there have been numerous others, who have held these designations; 
Sheriff Susan Benton, Lt. Jack Bailey, Sgt. Monica Sauls, and others who have since 
retired. 
 
Highlands County Sheriff Susan Benton would like to congratulate the current 
members for their diligence and professionalism in attaining these specialty 
designations. “Working within these areas of specialty, it is a deputy who is 
challenged by the work and passionate about serving the specific victim population.  
It is not everyone who can work with young folks or willing to spend time 
concentrating their law enforcement skills on the unique needs or our vulnerable 
elderly population.  Our community is fortunate to have such fine men and women in 
the ranks willing to take on these special populations and further willing to engage in 
the additional training”. 
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