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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 25, 2016 
 

Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Participating in 
Click It or Ticket Campaign 

 
 

SEBRING - 
 
Beginning this week, deputies from the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office are joining the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s 2016 National Click It or Ticket safety campaign. This 
campaign takes place every year in an effort to encourage all occupants of passenger vehicles to 
use their safety belts as they travel on our highways.  
 
The campaign began on May 23rd and will run through June 5th. During this time deputies will be 
paying special attention to whether drivers and passengers are wearing safety belts. According to 
the Florida Department of Motor Vehicles, in Florida, seat belt laws apply to all cars, pickup trucks 
and vans operated on Florida roads. All passengers in the front seat must wear a seat belt. In 
addition, all passengers under the age of 18 must wear a seat belt regardless of where they are 
seated in the vehicle.  
 
Major David Paeplow, Commander of the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Law Enforcement 
Bureau, commented on the importance of wearing seat belts. “As families begin their summer 
vacations and take to the roadways, we want to highlight the importance of wearing seat belts 
every time you get in a vehicle. Statistics prove that using seat belts saves lives, and we want our 
Highlands County families to stay safe this summer, “ he said. 
 
Aside from the increased safety that comes from wearing a seatbelt, the fine for not wearing a seat 
belt is $116.00. “This should be added incentive for people to do the right thing and buckle up,” 
Major Paeplow added. “While our deputies always check for seat belt usage, during this campaign 
they will be putting special emphasis on making sure people are buckled up.” 
 
More information on the National Click It or Ticket campaign can be found on the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s website, www.nhtsa.gov.  
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