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Residential Security Systems 
Special Offers! 

 
SEBRING - 
       
Choosing a security company and system for your residence may be one of the most important 
decisions a homeowner can make. Protecting your family and your property from burglary and fire 
is a very big responsibility and affects the well-being of everyone in your household.  
 
From time to time, special fliers appear in our local newspapers that seem to offer a great bargain 
on home security systems. While the offers are legitimate, we would like to point out the 
importance of reading the fine print before you sign on the dotted line! A recent offering indicated 
several free items along with your original investment for the installation of the system which would 
seem to make purchasing the package a real “no brainer”. Reading the fine print however may 
make you re-think your decision. The very small print at the bottom of the offer spells out the 
obligation of a three year monitoring agreement with a cost of almost $40 per month. This comes 
up to over $1300 and is payable by credit card or electronic charge to your checking account. All of 
this fee, three years’ worth of monitoring, must be paid at one time, in advance. Thinking this over, 
it might be wise to see what the early termination arrangements are! What if your health declines 
and you must leave your home? Will the remainder of this three year agreement that you paid up 
front be reimbursed to you? If so, what fee will you have for terminating early? Possibly it is not 
refundable at all. What if you you’re selling your home during this time? Can you transfer this 
monitoring agreement to the buyers of your home? Offers and rules will vary depending upon the 
security company you choose.  
 
Here’s the bottom line. Please don’t make security company and system decisions without doing 
your homework. Don’t be pressured into making a quick decision based upon the expiration of the 
“special” offer. And yes, you can make the deal over the phone but of course you are giving out 
your credit card or banking information. Are you absolutely certain that the company you are 
dealing with is actually the company that will be installing and servicing your new system or are the 
people taking your information only representing the monitoring company? 
 
These are questions everyone should consider before making a decision on a security system. 
Also you might consider the availability of service personnel to fix your system if you have 
problems. Some national companies who do business in Highlands County only service accounts 
from time to time. Do you want to have your system down for a few days while you wait for a 
service technician to be sent to Highlands County?  
 
There are many excellent security companies, both national and local in scope, that do business in 
Highlands County. Take the time to get quotes from more than one provider before you make your 
final decision, and again please remember – READ THE FINE PRINT! 
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