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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 20, 2014 

 
Fake Unmarked Vehicles 

 
 
AVON PARK – 
 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Detectives are investigating two reports within the past week of 
suspicious activity involving people who are impersonating law enforcement officers. Both cases 
involve persons who were driving and saw vehicles behind them with flashing blue lights similar to 
those on law enforcement vehicles. Thinking they were being pulled over, one of the vehicles 
stopped and two people approached the car. During the exchange between the driver and the 
subjects, the driver was forced to hand over cash and valuables. In the other instance, the driver 
refused to stop and the pursuing vehicle fled. At this time both incidents are under investigation. 
 
It is a first degree misdemeanor for any person other than an authorized law enforcement officer to 
use flashing or rotating blue lights. In the interest of public safety, Sheriff Benton wants the public 
to know what to do in case they are confronted with this situation. If you see an unmarked vehicle 
with flashing or rotating blue lights following you, proceed to a well-lit, public location such as a 
convenience store or restaurant. Meanwhile, call 911 and inform the operator of your location. 
Central Dispatch can confirm if the vehicle behind you is legitimate law enforcement or not. If not, 
they can expedite a legitimate law enforcement officer to your location.  
 
If you have been followed or stopped by an unmarked law enforcement vehicle and you have not 
reported it, please call the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office non-emergency number, 863-402-
7200 and make a report. Anyone with information as to who may be involved in this illegal activity 
may contact Detective Hank Smith of the Criminal Investigations Unit at 863-402-7382 
or 863-402-7250. Anyone with information who wants to remain anonymous and be 
eligible for a cash reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-
TIPS(8477), contact us on the internet at www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply 
scan the QR code at right.  Anonymity is guaranteed! 
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