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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 14, 2016  
 

Shots Fired at Avon Park Community Event 
 

 
SEBRING - 
At approximately 5:30PM tonight, Saturday, May 14th,  Highlands County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a call of shots fired in the area of Aline McWhite Park, 240 Hal McRae Boulevard and 
Fred Connor St. in Avon Park. At that time there was a “Stop the Violence” event going on where a 
large number of children and adults were enjoying a barbeque, raffles, bicycle rodeo, basketball 
and other events within the fenced area of the park.  
 
Nearby, on Fred Connor St., several black males, some from the Sebring area and some from 
Avon Park, had gathered,  when suddenly gunfire erupted. Numerous rounds were fired at which 
time people participating in the “Stop the Violence” event ran in every direction to escape the 
danger. During the confusion created by the gunfire, a 5 year old male was shot in the arm and a 
20 year old woman was shot in the back. Both victims were transported from the scene to Florida 
Hospital Heartland. The 5 year old has since been released from the hospital however the woman 
has been transferred to a regional medical facility by ambulance, for further medical treatment.  
 
At this time detectives are following up on leads in an effort to arrest the parties 
responsible for this crime. Anyone with information on this shooting is requested 
to contact the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Unit and 
speak to Detective Sergeant Jamie Davidson or Detective Du’Wayne Kelly. 
They can be reached at 863-402-7200 (Central Dispatch). Anyone with 
information who wants to remain anonymous and be eligible for a cash reward 
is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS (8477), contact us 
on the internet at www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the QR code 
at right.  Anonymity is guaranteed.      

  Contact:   Nell Hays, CPS 
Public Information Officer 

863-402-7369 
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