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Scams, Scams and More Scams 
 

 
SEBRING - 
 
If you have received a call from the IRS claiming that you owe back taxes and there is a warrant 
for your arrest, you are one of many people in Highlands County who are being targeted for a 
scam. The ruse indicates you need to pay a certain amount of money through some means – 
some people are told to purchase “green cards” from local stores, some are instructed to wire the 
money through their financial institution. Some people are even threatened with arrest if they don’t 
pay up within 45 minutes!  
 
Please KNOW that the IRS will not contact you by phone, nor will they tell you HOW to pay a 
delinquent tax bill. In addition, there is always a negotiation as to what amount exactly that you are 
to pay. They also will not issue a warrant for your arrest until many attempts at collection have 
been made. Please do not fall for this ruse! 
 
Here are a few more scams, courtesy of Barbara Hair, HCSO Economic Crimes Investigator,  that 
have been reported to us: 
 

1. Bail Bonds Scam: After an arrested subject has been bonded out, a phone call is 
received from a person identifying themselves as from the bond company 
threatening them with arrest if they do not pay extra money right then. If in doubt 
always contact your bonding company to confirm the call is from them.  

2. Craig’s list scam: In this scam, a person lists an advertisement about renting a 
residence or purchasing an item. First of all, always confirm the person you are 
talking to is in a position to conduct business for the location or item.  IF you are 
requested to send a MoneyGram to persons other than the person with the 
advertisement, chances are this is a SCAM. If you receive a check for more than 
the amount of the item, this is also a SCAM. In this case they will request you 
send them back the difference, or forward the difference to another person. The 
check will bounce after your transactions have cleared your bank. When 
negotiating to rent a location, if possible attempt to view the location prior to 
signing any contract or making any payment. You might also look up the location 
on Google to actually see a picture of the unit or home. Checking the property 
appraiser’s site can confirm the owner of the property, or check to see if it has 
been listed with a reputable realtor.  

3. Publishers Clearing House: This company will not contact you by phone if you’re 
a winner. The caller will attempt to get you to send money to cover taxes or 
processing fees. They will further attempt to obtain as much of your personal 
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information or banking information. Once they have this information they will 
obtain fraudulent credit in your name, or in banking they will attempt to take over 
your bank account. 

4. Florida Blue Scam: This is a phone scam in which you are informed that you 
have won millions of dollars. In order to collect, you must go to Walmart by a 
specified time and send a money order through Western Union for $100 to cover 
taxes and fees. You are not to tell anyone or report this to law enforcement. You 
will be asked to call a specific phone number upon arriving at Walmart so you 
know where to send the money to.  
This is a perfect example of all three elements of a scam – too good to be true, a 
sense of urgency, a sense of secrecy. Don’t fall for this! 

5. Mail Processing: If you’re requested to resend either items or money sent to you  
to another location as part of a business, this is very likely a SCAM.  

 
In case you actually sent funds in response to a scam, here are some tips: 
 

 If your transaction went through MoneyGram, contact them immediately upon 
learning that your transaction was a scam. Provide all information through the 
MoneyGram website Fraud listing. If the incident is reported soon enough, in 
some cases the transaction can be stopped, and the money can be returned.  

 
 If your transaction was conducted through a major credit card, notify them 

immediately. In some cases the transaction can be stopped. If the transaction is 
not able to be stopped, a phone number is normally associated with the account 
you send the money to. This should be reported to Law Enforcement, with as 
much information about the transaction as possible.  

 
 If the transaction has taken place in Highlands County and your money has been 

transmitted, a report can be made on the website www.IC3.gov.  The purpose of 
this site is to log information and subsequently attempt to shut down these types 
of SCAMS.   In most cases it has been difficult to receive the money back or 
track down a real person to file charges on, but it does document the incident in 
case further crimes are committed utilizing your information. 
 

Anyone who would like to report a scam, but doesn’t want to have a deputy respond to 
their residence, can take advantage of the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office’s Citizen O-
Line Reporting option. Simply go to our website, www.highlandssheriff.org and click on 
the Citizen On-Line Reporting tab then follow the prompts. Choose the Identity Theft 
option when it comes up, and you will be able to submit the report directly from the 
website. If you would like to speak with our Economic Crimes Investigator, please call 
the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Unit at 863-402-7250 and 
ask to speak with Barbara Hair, or contact her by email at bhair@highlandssheriff.org.  
 

BE SAFE! 
     


