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SEBRING - 
The Florida Sheriff’s Association was founded in 1893 for the protection of Florida’s citizens and 
visitors. According to their website, www.flsheriffs.org, through the years it has grown to be one of 
the largest and most successful state law enforcement associations in the nation. Through the 
association, Florida Sheriffs communicate with lawmakers on public safety issues as well as 
providing training, task forces and legal services. With the goal of preventing delinquency among 
Florida’s youth, the Florida Sheriff’s Association also established and funds the Florida Sheriff’s 
Youth Ranches throughout the state. These facilities help prepare boys and girls to be contributing 
members of society through their youth development programs.  
 
Today approximately 3500 business leaders and 70,000 citizens support the association through 
various levels of Honorary Membership. Beginning at $25 per year, citizens can show their support 
for the Florida Sheriff’s Association and the projects and initiatives they stand for. Recently several 
Highlands County residents were honored for their long-time support of this organization.  

 
On April 23, 2014 at the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office’s Quarterly 
Recognition Ceremony,. Dorothy, “Dee” Gray was honored with a plaque 
signifying 25 years of FSA membership. Other citizens not in attendance 
at the ceremony were Pauline Dorman who was honored for 40 years 
FSA membership, Valery Keene for 35 years membership and Earl F. 
Wilkins for 25 years membership. Additionally, Lisa Hicks Waggoner of 
Hicks Oil Company, Inc. received recognition as a business member for 
their outstanding support with 
their donation of $500 to the 
Florida Sheriff’s Association 
making them a Gold Business 
Membership. 
 

Today Sheriff Susan Benton presented 95 year old Avon 
Park resident Arthur Mellor with a plaque 
commemorating 25 years of support through his 
honorary Florida Sheriff’s Association membership. “It’s 
through the consistent support of people like Mr. Mellor 
here in Highlands County and throughout the State of 
Florida that the Florida Sheriff’s Association can 
continue to provide support and serves the Sheriffs and 
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Sheriff Susan Benton 
presents Dorothy “Dee” 
Gray with her plaque 
signifying 25 years of 
FSA Membership. 

Avon Park resident Arthur Mellor, 95 years 
of age, accepts his 25 year FSA 
membership plaque from Sheriff Susan 
Benton. 



their members that only improve our ability to assist our local citizens,” said Sheriff Benton. “We 
really appreciate what our citizens do to support the various endeavors of the FSA.” 
 
For more information on the Florida Sheriff’s Association please visit their website at 
www.flsheriffs.org.  

 
 

 


