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Evidence Pieced Together – Homicide Arrest Made 

          2 May 2014 
SEBRING - 
 

On November 23, 2013 at approximately 4:30AM a passerby found a black male lying injured in 
the 200 block of East State St. in Avon Park. The victim, who was later identified as Dwayne 
Terrance Council, Jr., 21 years of age of Avon Park, was suffering from gunshot wounds. He was 
taken to the hospital and was pronounced dead.  
 

Detectives of the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Unit worked this case 
as a homicide which was confirmed by the medical examiner’s findings. Over the last four months, 
they have been piecing together the tremendous amount of evidence gathered throughout the 
investigation. This week Detective Hank Smith submitted an affidavit requesting an arrest warrant 
for Jovan Douryan Moses, 19 years of age, of Avon Park, in the murder of Dwayne Council, Jr. 
Assistant State Attorney Steve Houchin reviewed the affidavit and approved the arrest warrant 

which was subsequently signed by a Judge. The arrest warrant was written for 
the charges of murder without premeditation, a first degree felony, and for 
possession of a weapon and ammunition by a convicted felon, a felony of the 
second degree.  
 

Jovan Douryan Moses was previously arrested (December 13, 2013) on 
charges of tampering with or destroying physical evidence in connection with 
this case. At that time he was also charged with probation violation and he has 
been held in the Highlands County Jail on a no bond status since that time. 
Today these new charges have been added and the no bond status is still in 
effect.  

 

“I’m sure it is a day of mixed emotions for the Council family, it saddens all of us. It is so difficult for 
me to understand how kids who have known each other for so many years can do things like this 
to each other, says Sheriff Benton.  She further says that, “Our detectives have put forth 
tremendous effort to bring the senseless death of Dwayne Council to justice; they have worked 
with forensic examiners evaluating the various pieces of evidence to reach the point of making 
these charges.” 
 
The investigation continues as detectives and the state attorney’s office work through 
the court process.  Should anyone have additional or new information on the death of 
Dwayne Council, Jr., please contact Detective Hank Smith of the Highlands County 
Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Unit at 863-402-7382 or 863-402-7250. Anyone 
with information who wants to remain anonymous and be eligible for a cash reward is asked to call 
Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS(8477), contact us on the internet at 
www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the QR code at right.  Anonymity is guaranteed! 

  Contact:   Nell Hays, CPS 
Public Information Officer 

863-402-7369 
863-214-2533

Dually Accredited 

Sheriff  Susan Benton 
434 Fernleaf Avenue 

Sebring, Florida 33870 
863-402-7200 

www.highlandssheriff.org 
Dually Accredited 

Highlands County Sheriff ’s Office 

Jovan Douryan  
Moses 


