
         
         
         
         
            
            
            

NEWS RELEASE 
1 May 2013 

Grandparent’s Scam Takes Law Enforcement Twist 
 
The public seems to be aware of the typical “Grandparents Scam” where a caller will 
pretend to be a family member in distress in an effort to get the unsuspecting relative 
to send money under false pretenses. This scam has been around for many years and 
has taken several different forms. Sometimes the caller pretends to be the grandchild 
who relates they have been arrested far from home and want bail money so they don’t 
have to call their parents. Other times the caller alleges that the grandchild has been 
injured in an accident and needs money for emergency medical care. In all these cases 
there is no emergency and it’s just a scam to relieve unsuspecting relatives of cash. 
 
Today however Highlands County Sheriff’s Deputy Tom Fort, working the front desk 
at our main office, took a call from a concerned citizen who had been contacted by 
someone impersonating law enforcement personnel. Pretending to be a Sergeant on 
patrol, the original caller wanted the victim to send money to cover medical and other 
expenses that the victim’s relative incurred in a traffic accident. The “Sergeant” 
indicated the funds were needed to keep the accident from being reported to the 
insurance company. On the follow up call made by Deputy Fort, the “Sergeant” 
mentioned a police department in Florida and the Florida State Police (which does 
not exist of course). The perpetrators of the scam quickly changed their tune once 
they realized they were speaking with a real Deputy Sheriff. In fact they hung up! 
 
The Highlands County Sheriff’s Office would like to remind the public NOT to fall 
victim to this scam in ANY form. If you receive a call either from someone who says 
they are a relative or someone who is calling for a relative, hang up and call that 
relative back directly. In the great majority of cases you will find the alleged relative 
is just fine. If you have any questions about the “Grandparent Scam” or any of its 
forms, please feel free to call Crime Prevention Specialist Nell Hays for more 
information. If you have been a victim of this scam, please call Central Dispatch at 
863-402-7200 and make a report. Thank you! 
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