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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 25, 2016 
 

Death Investigation 
Lake Placid 

SEBRING – 
 
On April 19, 2016 at about 8:00 p.m., a Lake Placid Police officer was dispatched to a deceased 
person located near a pond off of Heartland Blvd, in the city limits of Lake Placid. Shortly 
thereafter, the Police Department requested the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office take over the 
death investigation.  
 
It appeared the body had been at this location for several days; and no identification of the 
decedent could be made, at that time.  The decedent is a white male approximately 60 years of 
age.  
 
Although the death investigation is currently ongoing, the Medical Examiner’s Office found no sign 
of foul play or trauma to the body. As of today’s date (April 21st), Highlands County Sheriff’s 
Office crime scene detectives were able, through fingerprint identification, to positively identify the 
decedent; however, the decedent’s name is currently not being released, until the next of kin can 
be notified.  At this time, it appears the decedent is not from Highlands County. 
 

UPDATE 
 
The victim in this case has been identified as John Wayne 
Smith, 62 years of age. At this time the investigation 
indicates that Mr. Smith was homeless at the time of his 
death.  
 
This case is currently active as next of kin has not been 
located to date. Anyone with information on this case is 
requested to contact Detective Mike Parker at the Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Unit, 863-
402-7250. Anyone with information who wants to remain 
anonymous and be eligible for a cash 
reward is asked to call Heartland Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS (8477), 
contact us on the internet at 
www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or 
simply scan the QR code at right. 
Anonymity is guaranteed.  
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