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NEWS RELEASE 

May 1, 2009 
Arrest of Murder Suspect 

 
On April 20th 2009 the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office initiated the investigation of a human body that had 
been discovered in the undeveloped eastern area of Sun n’ Lakes subdivis ion in Lake Placid.  The deceased 
person was identified as Jose A. Cabrera-Cirino, 48 years old, of Sebring Florida.  Mr. Cabrera-Cirino had been 
reported missing earlier on the same day by his family. 
 
Once the homicide investigation began, it was immediately determined that the victims vehicle was missing.  
Sheriff’s Office Detectives sent out a nationwide bulletin to all law enforcement agencies regarding the stolen 
vehicle.  As the detectives followed leads, Javier Zamorano-Valdez, a W/M 22 years old with mult iple aliases, 
was identified as a possible suspect.  Zamorano-Valdez was a companion of Mr. Cabrera-Cirino in the weeks 
immediately prior to the homicide. 
 
On April 26, 2009, Mr. Cabrera-Cirino’s vehicle was located in Westmoreland County, Virginia. Highlands 
County lead Detective Anthony McGann and Detective Jamie Davidson were sent to work with law 
enforcement in Virginia.  “Our detectives received such outstanding assistance and cooperation from the 
Westmoreland County Sheriff’s Office and the Evidence Recovery Team of the Richmond Virginia Federal 
Bureau of Investigation’s office; that within days, the killer of Jose Cabrera-Cirino’s was identified and 
arrested on local Virginia charges of grand theft auto, according to Sheriff Susan Benton”. 
 
As of May 1, 2009, Javier Zamorano-Valdez is in custody in the Northern Neck Regional Jail on those charges 
while detectives McGann and Davidson coordinated the filing of homicide charges here in Highlands County, 
Florida. The suspect is now being held in Virginia on a Highlands County warrant for Second Degree Homicide 
and Grand Theft.  There is a no bond on the warrant which will prohibit  Zamorano-Valdez from being released 
from jail in Virginia until arrangements for his transfer to Highlands County is approved.  Sheriff Benton 
praised the level of professionalism of Sheriff’s Office staff in conducting such a serious investigation, while  
coordinating the case and jurisdictiona l issues between states to successfully bring a sense of closure to the 
family of our victim and a great deal of comfort to our community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Javier Zamorano-Valdez 
22 years old, 5’4” 155 lbs 
250 Mallard Dr, Warsaw, VA, 22572 
109 Gloaming Dr, Lake Placid, FL, 33852 
 


