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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 10, 2015 

 
Third Arrest Made in Juvenile Party Shooting Incident 

 
SEBRING - 
 
In the ongoing investigation of the shooting incident that occurred at 2105 N. Zephyr Road, Avon 
Park on March 21st, today detectives made a third arrest in this case.  
 
Heather D. Mills, 39 years of age, of the Zephyr Road address, was arrested today on a warrant 
charging her with child neglect without great bodily harm and contributing to the delinquency of a 
minor for allowing minors to consume alcohol or drugs at an open house party. The warrant states 
that Mills knew that alcoholic beverages and illegal narcotics were being consumed by minors at 
the party at her residence on March 21st. 
 
According to the affidavit filed by Detective Parker, items such as Heineken beer and Barcardi rum 
mixed drinks were located at the rented residence of Mills. The strong odor of marijuana could be 
smelled throughout the home that evening as well. Statements from witnesses who attended the 
party indicated that Mills was actually selling alcoholic drinks and appeared to be intoxicated 
herself. According to Sheriff Benton, “by the grace of God more kids weren’t hurt that night.  With 
as many as 100 kids at a party where the adult homeowner was providing the formula for disaster 
and where her own young 14 year old daughter was present, it would seem these charges are 
fitting. I congratulate the deputies and detectives who conducted many hours and days of witness 
interviews, working with parents, and identifying those responsible for the party and the shooting.” 
 
Mills was a correctional officer for approximately 8 years during which time she worked at the 
Highlands County Sheriff’s Office and the Florida Department of Corrections.  
 
As previously reported, at approximately 1:00AM Saturday, March 21, 2015, The Sheriff’s Office 
Consolidated Dispatch received a call that there was a shooting on Zephyr Road in Avon Park. As 
deputies were arriving at the location they encountered numerous vehicles fleeing the area. Once 
arriving at 2105 N. Zephyr Road, deputies saw other people running from the residence. People at 
the scene told deputies that several persons had been shot and were already being taken to the 
hospital by private vehicles.  At the house crime scene detectives found alcohol and drugs.  It was 
further determined that at least three separate handguns of three different calibers were 
discharged and casings were located at the scene. The shots struck three victims, one 19 year old 
and two 16 year old males. 
 
Since that time, Marquay Desa Rockmore, 18 years of age, of 1005 Lemon Ave., Sebring and 
Shara J. Hawk, 17 years of age, of 211 Williams Gray Ct., Avon Park have also been arrested in 
connection with activities at this party where three victims were shot.  
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This investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information is requested to contact the Highlands 
County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigation Unit and Detective Michael Parker at 863-
402-7356 or 863-402-7250. Anyone with information who wants to remain anonymous 
and be eligible for a cash reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
226-TIPS(8477), contact us on the internet at www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or 
simply scan the QR code at right.  Anonymity is guaranteed!  
 
 

 


