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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 24, 2015 

 
Young People Shot at Party 

 
SEBRING - 
At approximately 1:00AM Saturday, March 21, 2015, The Sheriff’s Office Consolidated Dispatch 
received a call that there was a shooting on Zephyr Road in Avon Park. As deputies were arriving 
at the location they encountered numerous vehicles fleeing the area. Once arriving at 2105 N. 
Zephyr Road, deputies saw other people running from the residence. People at the scene told 
deputies that several persons had been shot and were already being taken to the hospital by 
private vehicles.  
 
Shortly thereafter Consolidated Dispatch received a call from Florida Hospital Heartland indicating 
they had two persons in the ER who had gunshot wounds. Later a third victim arrived, also with a 
gunshot wound. 
 
Once the initial responding deputies arrived and calmed the chaos, deputies learned that there 
was a large house party where a cover charge was required to enter the party.  In fact the party 
was advertised by a flyer on Facebook.  At the house crime scene detectives found alcohol and 
drugs.  It was further determined that at least three separate handguns of three different calibers 
were discharged and casings were located at the scene. The shots struck three victims, one 19 
year old and two 16 year old males. Detectives estimated at least 50 to 100 young people were in 
attendance at this party, the ages ranged from 12 years of age to about 22 years of age. 
 
The Zephyr Road home belonged to Heather Mills, a former Highlands County Detention Deputy 
who resigned in July, 2014 while being investigated.  Even though the employee resigned, the 
investigation was completed and Ms. Mills was found to have violated numerous general orders; 
member and inmate relationships, character expectations, and canon of ethics. Had she not 
resigned disciplinary action would have been recommended, to include termination. The internal 
investigation was forwarded to the Criminal Justice Standards and Training Commission.  
Currently, the Commission has found probable cause to move forward with an Administrative 
Complaint to review her ability to hold corrections officer certification. 
 
Mills’ own children ages 13 and 14 were in attendance at the party.  Sheriff Benton “is begging for 
parents to talk with their kids and to please come forward with whatever they know about what 
happened at the party.  This is serious stuff; we know that at least three guns were shot, how many 
other guns might have been there?  We recovered spent shell casings, but would you believe that 
we have NOT located any of the firearms. Any one of your kids could have been shot at this house 
party. Detectives are looking at every angle of this incident; who are the shooters, where are the 
firearms, and of course and probably most important, who allowed this house party with kids, guns, 
alcohol, and drugs (a deadly combination) to take place. My fear is that this could have resulted in 
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another homicide case where a group of young folks got out of control at a party and lives are 
changed forever. Please come forward with information and help us protect your children.” 
 
Please contact the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Unit and 
Detective Michael Parker at 863-402-7256 or 863-402-7250. Anyone with information 
who wants to remain anonymous and be eligible for a cash reward is asked to call 
Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS(8477), contact us on the internet at 
www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the QR code at right.  Anonymity is 
guaranteed!  
 


