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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 6, 2015 

Woman Found Dead Behind Home 
UPDATE 

 
SEBRING – 
This afternoon at approximately 5:00PM, Detectives formally charged James D. Flowers with 2nd 
Degree Murder in the death of Linda Barley.  
 
At approximately 11:30PM on March 5th, Sebring Police Department Officers responded to a call 
from the Sebring Walmart regarding a stolen power chair. During this investigation officers found a 
male subject on the stolen power chair in the vicinity of Bayview St. and US 27. The subject, 
identified as James D. Flowers, 47 years of age, was intoxicated so they proceeded to his 
residence, 2649 Skyview St., in an effort to find someone to take custody of him.  
 
Upon arrival at the Flowers’ residence, Sebring Police Officers found no one in the home. At that 
time they contacted the Highlands County Sheriff’s Office for assistance due to the home being in 
the county jurisdiction. During that time, Flowers related that he was staying with a female subject 
who was suffering from Alzheimer’s. When this fact was made known to Sebring Police Officers at 
the home, they began to look further for the female. At this time the female was discovered outside 
at the rear of the home, seriously injured. Paramedics were called to the residence and the female 
was pronounced deceased at which time the Sheriff’s Office took over the investigation. Detectives 
and Crime Scene Unit responded and immediately began working it as if it were a homicide. 
 
The victim has been identified as Linda Adams Barley, 65 years of age, of 2649 Skyview St., 
Sebring.  
 
Flowers is under arrest by Highlands County Sheriff’s Detectives for grand theft of the power chair. 
The homicide investigation is ongoing; however, Detectives expect to pursue a charge of second 
degree murder in this case on Mr. Flowers.  That may happen as early as this evening. 

 
Anyone with information on this case is requested to contact the Highlands County 
Sheriff’s Office Criminal Investigations Unit and Detective DuWayne Kelly at 863-402-
7250. Anyone with information who wants to remain anonymous and be eligible for a 
cash reward is asked to call Heartland Crime Stoppers at 1-800-226-TIPS(8477), 
contact us on the internet at www.heartlandcrimestoppers.com or simply scan the QR 
code at right.  Anonymity is guaranteed!  
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