
         
         
         
         
            
            
            

NEWS RELEASE 
Sheriff’s Office Confirms A Case of Scabies in the Jail 

28 February 2014 
 

Over the last week there have been approximately six (6) inmates seen by medical 
staff with complaints of itching and some with skin rash. Lab tests had not confirmed 
scabies until Thursday, February 27, 2014. Yesterday a local dermatologist confirmed 
with one inmate the presence of scabies. 
 
With medical confirmation, the Sheriff’s 
Office staff jumped into an aggressive 
prevention and control mode. We are 
following the protocol outlined by the 
Center of Disease Condrol (CDC), 
www.cdc.gov. The entire jail population 
will be provided an oral medication and 
all bedding, clothing and housing areas 
within the jail will be treated. The 
treatment will also be offered to all 
Sheriff’s Office members who have been 
exposed.  
 
According to the CDC, scabies is a common condition found world-wide; it affects 
people of all races and social classes. Scabies can spread easily under crowded 
conditions where close body and skin contact is common. Institutions such as jails and 
prisons, nursing homes, or extended care facilities are often sites of scabies outbreaks. 
 
According to Sheriff Susan Benton, the jail is housing approximately 400 inmates a 
day at the present time. “This is a huge undertaking. An operational plan has been 
developed and we should have the medication by today, Friday, February 28th. The 
first round of treatment and preventative sanitation should be completed by Monday, 
March 3, 2014. A second round of medication is required in two weeks.” “We have 
consulted with our medical team, an outside dermatologist and the Florida Health 
Department as well as all published protocols by the CDC. I decided to take the most 
aggressive approach and treat the entire facility out of an abundance of caution to 
avoid as much of a potential for cross-contamination as possible.” 
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Dually Accredited 

Packages of Stromectol which will be provided to 
the jail population to treat scabies. 



The operational plan includes a treatment team, a cleaning team, a laundry team and 
a security team. With 400 inmates, the laundry needs alone are a huge task; 800 
sheets, 400 blankets, towels and inmate uniforms. This will all be accomplished by 
utilizing off duty staff as the normal operations duties of the jail must also be 
maintained. 
 
Sheriff Benton commits that the plan will be accomplished effectively, timely and 
professionally. “We are taking care of the exposure and ensure the community that 
the situation will be quickly remedied.” “Any inmate released within the last month 
and who feels they may have been exposed should consult their physician or the 
Highlands County Health Department. 
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